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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 This Week’s Mass Intentions 

Sunday, February 5, 2023   
  8:00AM  George & Claire Cox 

  9:30AM Connie Chwalek (St. Helen Rosarians) 

11:00AM Michael Cabral (Baglino Family)  

12:30PM Tony Becivengo (Cohen Family) 

 Gae Anthony Fasanello (Marianne Lettieri)  

 Sandra Lombardino (George Calderaro) 

 Louis Massari (Raia Family) 

 Aracelly Montejo (Loving Daughter) 

 5:00PM  For The Parishioners 

 

Monday, February 6, 2023 St. Paul Miki 

9:00AM Antoinette Tomasello (Loving Daughter) 
 

Tuesday, February 7, 2023  
9:00AM Amelia, Dominick & Joseph Pepe 
 (Barbara Bitetto) 

 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023  
9:00AM Concetta Orseitti (Turturro Family) 
 

Thursday, February 9, 2023  
9:00AM Raffaela Cassabba (Maria Pugliese) 

Friday, February 10, 2023 St. Scholastica 

9:00AM Thomas Mastrosimone (Bongiorno Family) 

 

Saturday, February 11, 2023  O.L. of Lourdes 

9:00AM William C. Corrigan (Mary Jo & Will Vendittelli) 

5:00PM Pauline Blum (Frances Binanti) 

 Giuseppe Cucinella (Enia Poliseno) 

 Patricia DeLeo (Rosemary Salas) 

 Francis Gallagher (O’Grady Family) 

 Rudolf Hoffman (Mann Family) 

 Amalia Izzo (Joe Barreca) 

 Nicola Ligammari (Kathleen Demmerle) 

 Dominic Mossa (Joe & Lorraine Trotta) 

 Edward Tudisco (Mistretta Family)  

 

Sunday, February 12, 2023   
  8:00AM  Michael Cabral (Vanegas Family) 

  9:30AM Anthony Zaccarelli (Loving Family) 

11:00AM Anthony Robert Messina (Joseph, Absar & 

 Luciano Messina)  

12:30PM Tony Bencivengo (Adam & Captain) 

 Pietro & Domenica Martorana (Binanti Family)  

 Salvatore Montalbano (Binanti Family)  

 Antonino Pedone (Loving Wife, Antonella)  

 Benny Pugliese (Loving Son) 

 5:00PM  For The Parishioners 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Intentions for the next monthly Pur-
gatorial Society Mass will be offered Friday, February 24, 
2023. 

Florence Albrecht, Amado Araneta, Beatrice Arango, 
Anthony Barresi, Stella Barresi, Mary Battista, Barbara 
Bitetto, Gail, Blanc, Helena Brophy, Mary Ann Camhi, 
Loraine Cammarata, Daniel Campion, Mary Chiarello, 
Zena Cipolla, Lucille Claps, Rose Curti, Domenic Del-

lAnno, Domenica DeVito, Toni Ann Diaz, Virginia DiGangi, Mary 
Divers, Jennie Federici, Adeline Florio, Dawn Franceschetti, 
Clementine Gagliardi, Tony Giampietro, Rosemarie & Joseph 
Guagenti, Gertrude Gwardjak, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, 
Henry J. Hinton, Genoveva Ibanez, Steven Iglio, Keri & Baby 
Tristan, Baby Peyton Krajcik, Elaine Lazzeri, Susan Leone, 
James Leung, William J. Litt, Tom Mercatante, Barbara Miller, 
Brenda Myers, John Myers, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Mary 
Palermo, Frank Palmenteri, Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, 
Doris Pecchillo, Nino Pedone, Rosemarie Perl, Josephine 
Profera, Vivian Puglissi, Joseph Questore, Recupero Family, Ma-
ria Rivera, Joseph Russo, Remington Stafford, Rubie Anna Torall, 
Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Trem-
blay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters. 

  

New Families:  All are welcome to St. Helen Parish, and 
are asked to please register at the Rectory during office 
hours, or online at www.sthelen.org. 
 
  

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the Rectory to register 
for the baptism of your child.  Baptisms will be held on the 
2nd and 4th Sunday of the month (no Baptisms during Lent). 
 
  

Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to 1:30PM.  
Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM Mass. 
 
  

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the Rec-
tory at least one year in advance of the desired date. Please 
call for an appointment for the initial interview. 
 
  

Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange for 
one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a sick per-
son who is confined to home due to a serious illness. 
 
  

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who expects 
to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and wishes the 
Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory. 

              Men’s Ministry with Fr. Panicali 
 

for men 18+, meets Thursdays at 
7:00PM in the Rectory meeting room. 

           

Rosary, fellowship, coffee. 
Build your masculine Christian spirituality! 

 

          Helen Mann — Joanna Suarez 
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On Wakes 
 

       The subject of the wake, or the viewing of a loved one after death, is a subject filled with 
customs and traditions that differ across culture and time. I remember as a child, attending 
wakes that would last three days. It was not uncommon for the funeral home to publicly post 
the name of who had died and even a clock that was set at the time of death. Sometimes peo-
ple would send a floral arrangement in the form of a clock, with gladiolas marking the time 
of death. My grandmother spoke of wakes in the home; and you never  attended the very 
first viewing as that was reserved for immediate family. Of course, the obligatory Mass card 
would accompany the mourners so that Mass could be said some time in the future for the 
dearly departed.  
       As I mentioned, over time, things change. No longer are the days of a three day wake, as 
communication is practically immediate and everyone who needs to know about someone's 
passing is usually informed immediately upon death. Prayer cards have also taken a change 
as very often a photo of the deceased is a part of the memorial card, sometimes replacing the 
image of a Saint. This in fact has been the custom for priests for generations! Since the expe-
rience of Covid, again I have witnessed a new trend in wakes. The usual 2:00-4:00 and 7:00-
9:00 viewing times have sort of melded now into one viewing. The 2-4 and 7-9 times were 
convenient for the family to grab a bite between viewings and perhaps touch base with fami-
ly they have not seen in some time. The new trend of one viewing time, let's say 3:00-7:00 or 
8:00, has become more common in the last year or so; in fact that is exactly how I waked my 
own father.  
     This new trend of one extended viewing has its pros and cons and I leave that to the 
choice and wishes of a family. But, my reason for penning this note, is more about the pray-
ers said at the wake. Traditionally, the priest would come to the wake sometime close to the 
end of the second viewing. That was a traditional way of doing prayers at the wake, though 
this has changed with the shortage of priests. Nowadays it is not uncommon for a priest to 
say prayers during the afternoon viewing. On more than one occasion this has ruffled the 
feathers of some people, but as I said, with a shortage of priests, we are being spread thin. 
And now with the new trend of just one extended viewing, priests have even less opportuni-
ty to adjust their schedules to come to the funeral home to say prayers. It is now not uncom-
mon for me to attend a viewing at 5:00 PM when the viewing time is from 3-7 PM.  Why is 
this? Perhaps a pre scheduled appointment  making it difficult to attend the wake in the 
evening. 
     What is important to understand, is that the prayers offered by the priest or deacon at a 
wake service are not some sort of conclusion to the viewing. The presence of the priest or the 
deacon at a wake, is the presence of the Church ministering to the faithful as they mourn the 
death of a loved one. There is no appointed time for the clergy to visit, as there is no appoint-
ed time for your neighbors or loved ones to pay respects. The appointed time is the time of-
fered by the family. If that is 2-4 and 7-9 or  perhaps one extended viewing from 3-8,  these 
are in fact the appointed times for visitation. I mention this, because on more than one occa-
sion I have heard a family member comment, "you're early!", when in fact I am present at 
the wake in the midst of the viewing times. I offer these words to our parishioners not as a 
complaint or even a desire to change new trends, but that the clergy have adapted to the 
newer trends occurring in funeral customs. Accompaniment and prayers during the grieving 
process is so important to us as Catholics and do realize your priests and deacons never ap-
proach the wake as something inconvenient but something that is so necessary for grieving 
parishioners.  It is always an honor to be present for those who mourn as they are in need of 
comfort. I pray that I will not be required to do so for you or your family in the near future, 
but do know when the time comes, your clergy will be there... at some time or another. 

Fr. Colamaria 
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Please join us on Thursdays at 

3:00PM in Church to pray the special 

prayers to The Devotion of the Holy 

Face of Jesus in reparation for the 

crimes of communists,  blasphemers, 

the profaners of his Holy Name and of 

the Holy Day of Sunday. 

St. Helen’s Support Group is open to new mem-
bers.  Twice a month (the 1st & 3rd Wednesday) 
we provide emotional and social support.  We en-
courage the homebound parishioners to venture 
out from their home and spend a few hours with 
us.  Please call Joan (718-848-9173) or Rose-
mary (718-738-4628 for more information. 

     GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE 
  

We would like to thank Maria Garcia, 
who has been keeping the statue.  Anyone 
interested in keeping the statue in their 
home and praying for vocations for one 
week should contact the Rectory. 

 Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Par-

ish are asked to register as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Bap-

tism.  Registration is easily done at the parish office anytime during business hours. 

 Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish 

are asked to obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place 

at St. Helen. 

Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children who have already been born will normally take 

place on the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each 

month from 10:00AM–12:00PM. 
   

Upcoming Mornings of Preparation  (Required Before a Baptism)  
(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the Msgr. McGinness Room):  February 26 & March 12 & 26 

  
Upcoming Schedule for Baptisms (All begin at 2:00PM):  February 26 & March 12 & 26 

  

Dates for the Morning of Preparation and Baptisms are the same for the convenience of the Celebrant. 
It is strongly suggested you plan on taking the Baptism class prior to the date of your child’s baptism. 

    

Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment. 

St. Helen will share in the prof-
its!  For each car, truck or van, 
running or not, The Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul will give 
back to our Church $50/$100 per 
vehicle.  Call The Society today if 
you have a vehicle to donate! 

 
Catholic Charities 

Howard Beach Senor 
Center 

  
  

Daily Events: 

Monday, Tuesday & Friday at 9:30AM:  Chair 

      Exercise 

Wednesday at 9:45AM:  Belly Dance 

Wednesday at 10:30AM:  Zumba 

Wednesday at 1:15PM:  Stretching & Balancing 

      Exercise 

Thursday at 9:30AM:  Chair Yoga 

Thursday 1:15-2:15PM:  Virtual Travels with Lisa 

Friday 9:00-9:30AM:  Leisure Pool 

Friday at 10:30AM:  Sign Language 

   
The Center is located at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd. 
(across from Stop N Shop).  For more information 
on the Center, please call (718) 738-8100. 

  

Are you new to St. Helen Parish?  If so, for 
easier and faster service please register 
through our website at www.sthelen.org. 
If you are already registered, please, 

please help us by using the personalized bar-coded 
envelopes that are being sent to you, which has 
your parish ID # and will also ensure that you are 
being credited properly!          Thank You! 

Don’t forget to drop your 50-50 envelope 

in the collection basket!  Please, only $1 

per envelope!  Good Luck To All! 
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SAINT HELEN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 
Disciple of the Month — December, 2022 

 
These students regularly attended and actively participated in religion classes seek-
ing knowledge of God. In addition, these students gave witness by treating others 
with the kindness and compassion of Jesus. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Many times people come to the Rectory in-

quiring about memorials they can give to a 

family who has lost a loved one.  The fol-

lowing are available: 
  

• Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Altar Candles 

or the Sanctuary Candle in memory of 

a loved one for one week ($50.00 each). 
  

• Votive Candles for one year ($100.00). 
  

• A plaque permanently placed on the 

Anniversary Wall ($350.00). 
  

  

For further information, you may either 

call or visit the Rectory. 

Stop & Shop 
Bloomin’ 4 

Good Program 
 

     Supporters raised $177.00 from the pur-
chase of the Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquets with the 
red circle stickers at the Stop & Shop on 
Crossbay Blvd.  Thank you for the important 
work you do to fight hunger in our community! 

 

About the 
Bloomin’ 4 Good Program 

 

     This program allows shoppers to combat the 
hunger crisis with every floral bouquet sold. 
     Every month, at every Stop & Shop location, 
a different, local hunger organization is selected 
by Store Leadership to benefit from the sale of 
the $10.99 Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquet with the 
red circle sticker.  For every Bloomin’ 4 God 
Bouquet sold, $1 is donated to a hunger relief 
organization local to the store in which it was 
purchased. 

 

Learn more by visiting 
Stopandshop.bloomin4good.com 

Kindergarten 
Lilyana Lanca 
 
First Grade 
Emma Caffarone 
Christian Carrion 
Angelo Sindone 
Jolie Tokarski 
 
Second Grade 
Julius Amaya 
Viviana Asaro 
Alexa Cruz 
Liam Hammer 
Jonathan Saquic 
 
Third Grade 
Filomena Basile  
Olivia D’Elia 
 

Fourth Grade 
Matteo Gallina 
Genevieve Guistiza 
Sofia Franzese 
 
Fifth Grade 
Robert Shay Pavis 
Oliver Angelo Russo 
Justin David Salcedo 
 
Sixth Grade 
Miguel Castro 
Antonino Coppola  
Giada Cucinella  
Isabella Dagostino 
Giuliana Falcone 
 
Seventh Grade 
Katie Anne Barker  
Aleksandra Cioch  
Kacper Gumieniak 
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