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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 This Week’s Mass Intentions 

Sunday, February 6, 2022 

  8:00AM Antoinette Tomasello (Linda Tomasello) 

  9:30AM Mary Elvira Camelo (Loving Daughter, Zena) 

11:00AM Christine Ann Salegna (Loving Aunt, Marilyn) 

12:30PM Barbara Illari (Andrew, Linda & Sabrina) 

 Giuseppe Irianni (Miriam Castagna) 

 Grace Lettieri (Linda Milici) 

 Bob Mayer (Cheng Family) 

 Donna Polizzi (Martin Family) 

 Salvatore & Marie Polizzi (Rosa Salerno) 

 Felice Pugliese (Giuseppina Stella) 

  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

  

Monday, February 7, 2022  

9:00AM In Honor of St. Anthony (Maria Furca) 
 

Tuesday,  February 8, 2022 Sts. Jerome  & Josephine 

9:00AM Joseph Grimpel (Laura Turner) 
 

Wednesday, February 9, 2022  

9:00AM Linda Karmondy (Carmen Bentzig) 
 

Thursday, February 10, 2022 St. Scholastica 
9:00AM Walter Osmanski (Alberta & Heather Osmanski) 
 

Friday, February 11, 2022 Our Lady of Lourdes 

9:00AM Anthony Robert Messina (Loving Grandparents) 

Saturday, February 12, 2022  

9:00AM Vincenza Cuccia (Rosalie LoCascio) 

5:00PM Karl R. Albrecht (Deidre & Connie) 

 Michael Casillo (Vita & Fred) 

 Teresa M. Corsaro (Lucille & Joseph Visconti) 

 Stipe Dumancic (Michael & Stephanie Marrone) 

 Elsie Lanore (Jackie DeMaria) 

 Felice Pugliese (M/M M. Matheis) 

 Rose Santoro (Loving Husband, Lorenzo) 

 Joseph Schiavone (Cynthia Ottomanelli) 

 Giuseppa Trovato (Vita & Fred) 

 Margo Truncale (Harold Family)  

  

Sunday, February 13, 2022 

  8:00AM George & Ann Papandrea 

  9:30AM Carmela Esposito (Loving Family) 

11:00AM Anthony Robert Messina (Luciano, Joseph & 

Abby Messina) 

12:30PM Ryan Charles Blair (Sam Albano) 

 Joseph Brunetti (Sam Albano) 

 Michael Casillo (Phyllis Dispinseri) 

 Joseph Castelli (Gabriella Castelli) 

 Robert Clarey (Sam Albano) 

 Felice Pugliese (St. Helen Rosarians) 

 In Thanksgiving to St. Theresa 
 (Margaret Butler) 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Intentions for the next monthly Pur-
gatorial Society Mass will be offered Friday, February 25, 
2022. 

Amado Araneta, Joe Barreca, Anthony Barresi, 
Stella Barresi, Mary Battista, Barbara Bitetto, Mike 
Cabral, Daniel Campion, Kathleen Cassata, Shang 
Cheng, Mary Chiarello, Zena Cipolla, Lucille Claps, 
Rose Curti, Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVito, 

Toni Ann Diaz, Virginia DiGangi, Mary Divers, Colin F., Jennie 
Federici, Clementine Gagliardi, Dennis Giammalvo, Tony 
Giampietro, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, Pat-
ty Grimes, Rosemarie & Joseph Guagenti, Frank Guerra, Ger-
trude Gwardjak, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Henry J. 
Hinton, Steven Iglio, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, 
Elaine Lazzeri, Susan Leone, James Leung, Patricia Lipari, 
William J. Litt, Tom Mercatante, Barbara Miller, John Myers, 
Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Mary Palermo, Frank Palmenteri, 
Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Doris Pecchillo, Nino Pe-
done, Amelia Pepe, Rosemarie Perl, Josephine Profera, Vivi-
an Puglissi, Joseph Questore, Recupero Family, Joseph Rus-
so, John Secreti, Remington Stafford, Rubie Anna Torall, Lynn 
Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Trem-
blay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters. 

Don’t forget to drop your 50-50 envelope in the 
collection basket!  Please, only $1 per enve-
lope!  Good Luck To All! 

For the month of February, 2022, St. Helen’ 
Food Pantry has once again been selected to 
receive a $1 donation for every $10.99 
Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquet (with the red circle 
sticker as shown) sold at the store located at 

15601Crossbay Blvd., Howard Beach, NY. Your partici-
pation in this endeavor will greatly help those in need in 
our community! 

Are you new to St. Helen Parish?  If so, please 
stop in at the Rectory to register your family, or 
for easier and faster service please register 
through our website at www.sthelen.org!  

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE 
 

Anyone interested in keeping the Good 
Shepherd statue in their home and praying 
for vocations for one week should contact 
the Rectory. 
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Below are the responses from questions #9, from those who participated in 
the Diocesan Synod here at Saint Helen on December 1st: 

Results From Question #9: 
  
How do we see ourselves as part of the decision-making process on a parish level? On the Dioce-
san level?  
• Parish Councils and Finance Committees play parts in the decision-making process on a parish 

level. 
• On the Diocesan level, we don’t see us at all.  We have been through the process all before on pa-

per.  Our goals were set over and over again.  Meetings were held.  Workshops were attended and 
people spent months training to help the parish.  Results were discussed.  Some actions took place 
for a short period of time.  Then they vanished and were never heard from again.  Vicariate meet-
ings were held, great on paper, never heard from it again.  There are many people who volunteer 
and give their time and energy for little or no results. 

• Parishes would get together at Deanery meetings and discuss ways to share resources.  Unfortu-
nately, it was not successful. 

 
The Pastor's Response: 
 Interesting responses from the people, somewhat my opinion of meetings! Whilst the Parish 
Council and Finance councils are advisory boards to the Pastor, a good Pastor does consider their ad-
vice as crucial. That being said, those councils should be fully aware of the Parish's needs and abili-
ties. Unfortunately, in the 21st century, some Parish Councils are stuck in a model when there were 
numerous priests on staff, and schools were burgeoning with students and religious sisters. I believe 
such councils are necessary for fundraising and helping the Pastor to keep the pulse on the needs of 
his people. I believe new members to both councils are important to the vibrancy of a parish, as too 
often, members want to only rehash what was done in the past, as if that will work. The lives of Cath-
olics in the 21st century are very different than just a generation ago, and the council should always 
keep that in mind. As the old proverb goes, "The memory of fire does not produce warmth." 
 As for Deanery meetings, let me define the term. A Deanery is a grouping of parishes in a local-
ized geographic area.  Every Deanery has a Dean, who is sort of the manager of that particular geo-
graphic location. Our Deanery is 11 parishes and to be quite honest, many of these parishes look 
nothing like Saint Helen Parish. Socio-economic demographics of parishioners is somewhat radical in 
this Deanery, coupled with the fact that some of these parishes do not have an Academy. In fact, 
some of these parishes have enormous rental incomes, from empty buildings, whilst others simply 
live week to week on the collections. 
 My point: every parish is different. I am not saying that we should be so parochial that we do 
not engage with other parishes, but the life of a parish can be so different it can be quite difficult to 
work together. When I was newly ordained, the Diocese did not have a Deanery system and instead 
had clusters. It was 2001, and the cluster I belonged to was Nativity BVM, Saint Stan, OLG and Saint 
Helen. Four parishes that at the time were more similar. As a cluster, we combined the RCIA program 
of each parish, as each parish had a small number of candidates. It worked well. Each parish shared 
the load of the teaching of the RCIA classes, and the candidates were of similar backgrounds. Each 
parish had its own identity, yet there were strong similarities in populations. In only 22 years, much 
of that has changed! Yes, we are all Catholic, but our parishioners are now quite different. Take for 
instance my last parish, Holy Child Jesus in Richmond Hill, (which is currently in our Deanery) 
which has a large Hispanic population. I can recall on Friday at HCJ prayer groups and meetings 
would be ramping up every Friday evening, while Saint Helen Parish closes at 4PM on Fridays! I 
know I am pointing out differences, and should be trying to point out similarities; maybe that's just 
above my pay grade or ability.  
 
Fr. Colamaria, Pastor 
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Reading I  Is 6:1-2a, 3-8  
 

 In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty 
throne, with the train of his garment filling the temple.  Seraphim were stationed 
above.  They cried one to the other, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts!  All 
the earth is filled with his glory!”  At the sound of that cry, the frame of the door 
shook and the house was filled with smoke. 
 Then I said, “Woe is me, I am doomed!  For I am a man of unclean lips, liv-
ing among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
hosts!”  Then one of the seraphim flew to me, holding an ember that he had taken 
with tongs from the altar. 
 He touched my mouth with it, and said, “See, now that this has touched your 
lips, your wickedness is removed, your sin purged.”  Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?  Who will go for us?”  “Here I am,” I said; 
“send me!” 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
 
R. In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord. 
 
 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart, 

            for you have heard the words of my mouth; 
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise; 
            I will worship at your holy temple 
and give thanks to your name.  R. 
 
Because of your kindness and your truth; 
            for you have made great above all things 
            your name and your promise. 
When I called, you answered me; 
            you built up strength within me.  R. 
 
All the kings of the earth shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 
            when they hear the words of your mouth; 
and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD: 
            “Great is the glory of the LORD.”  R. 
 
Your right hand saves me. 
            The LORD will complete what he has done for me; 
your kindness, O LORD, endures forever; 
            forsake not the work of your hands.  R. 

 
Continued on next page... 

Readings for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/6?1
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Reading II  1 Cor 15:1-11  
 

 I am reminding you, brothers and sisters, of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you indeed received and in which you also stand.  Through it you are also be-
ing saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you, unless you believed in 
vain.  For I handed on to you as of first importance what I also received:  that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; that he was buried; that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures; that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the Twelve. 
 After that, Christ appeared to more than five hundred brothers at once, most of 
whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  After that he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles.  Last of all, as to one born abnormally, he appeared 
to me.  For I am the least of the apostles, not fit to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace to me has not been ineffective.  Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them; 
not I, however, but the grace of God that is with me.  Therefore, whether it be I or 
they, so we preach and so you believed. 

 
Alleluia 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Come after me 
and I will make you fishers of men.  R. 
 

 
Gospel Lk 5:1-11  
 

  While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he 
was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.  He saw two boats there alongside the lake; 
the fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.  Getting into one of the 
boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the 
shore.  Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.  After he had fin-
ished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a 
catch.”  Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have 
caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.”  When they had done 
this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing.  They signaled 
to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. 
  They came and filled both boats so that the boats were in danger of sinking.  
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man.”  For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made 
seized him and all those with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebe-
dee, who were partners of Simon.  Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now 
on you will be catching men.”  When they brought their boats to the shore, they left 
everything and followed him. 

Readings for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5?1
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