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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
This Week’s Mass Intentions
Sunday, December 27, 2020

8:00AM In Thanksgiving for Fr. Lukasz Kubiak

(Rachele Sannino)
9:30AM Lucy Tartaglini (Marilyn Habermann)
11:00AM Frank LeFavi (Vita & Paul)
12:30PM Danielle Arre (Geraldine Madonia)
Paul Auwarter (Rosalie Librizzi)
Paul Auwarter (Jack Raia)
Joseph Isolano (Lowery Family)
Rosario Macaluso (Casillo Family)
Gaetana Madonia (Geraldine Madonia)
Carmen Julia Mayorga (Loving Family)

5:00PM

For The Parishioners

Monday, December 28, 2020 The Holy Innocents
9:00AM

Celeste Taliercio (Vincent Izzo)

Tuesday, December 29, 2020 St. Thomas Becket
9:00AM

Paul Charny (Loving Family)

Saturday, January 2, 2021
9:00AM Paul Auwarter (St. Helen Support Group)
5:00PM Frank Gervasi (Rachele Sannino)
Doreen Infante (Vanessa & Hailey Morgan)
Joy Izzo (Vanessa & Hailey Morgan)
Jean LeFavi (Maria Garcia)
Jean LeFavi (Oliva Family)
Philip Lunarola (M/M Angelo Simione)
Anita Martinez (Vita Monastero)
Mary Mele (Vita Monastero)
Concepcion Potenciano (Brigandi Family)
Bea Scarpa (Rosalie LoCascio)

Sunday, January 3, 2021
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM

Wednesday, December 30, 2020
9:00AM

Rocco John Morabito (Loving Parents)

Thursday, December 31, 2020 St. Sylvester I
9:00AM Leonardo Arguelles (Loisa Arguelles)
5:00PM For The Parishioners

Friday, January 1, 2021 New Year’s Day

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

9:00AM Maria Micalotta (Loving Daughters)
11:00AM Paul Auwarter (Jean Bernardo)
5:00PM For The Parishioners

Richard H. Dimler—Gema Tepox

New Year’s Mass Schedule
Thursday, December 31—New Year’s Eve
Masses at 9:00AM & 5:00PM
Friday, January 1, 2021—New Year’s Day

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Holy Mother of God

9:00AM, 11:00AM & 5:00PM
The Rectory Office will be closed
Thursday & Friday, December 31 and January 1, 2021.
Please join us every Tuesday at 1PM
in Church to pray the special prayers to

The Holy Face of Jesus

in reparation for the crimes of
communists, blasphemers, the profaners of His
Holy Name and of the Holy Day of Sunday.

5:00PM

George & Claire Cox
Paul Auwarter (Deacon Rick & Maria Elrose)
Thomas Marcotrigiano (Jennie Taranto)
Paul Auwarter (Adele Meehan)
Cathiana Bonny (Remy Paguntalan)
Jorge Bohorquez (Loving Wife & Son)
Francesca Cacciato (Bellanti Family)
Jean LeFavi (Turner Family)
Rosario Maniaci (Lucia Maniaci)
Sandy Pepitone (Dr. Aida Jocson)
For The Parishioners

The Altar Bread & Wine for this week
is donated in thanksgiving to Jesus & Mary,
requested by Patricia & Charles Bonanno.

Amado Araneta, Joe Barreca, Anthony Barresi,
Stella Barresi, Mary Battista, Barbara Bitetto, Theresia Brech, Buonocore Family, Daniel Campion,
Sally Capoziello, Shang Cheng, Zena Cipolla,
Marge D’Auria, Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Toni Ann Diaz, Virginia DiGangi, Mary Divers, Colin F.,
Jennie Federici, Jean Fochetta, Clementine Gagliardi, Dennis
Giammalvo, Tony Giampietro, John Joseph Gleeson, John
Pierce Gleeson, Rosemarie & Joseph Guagenti, Gertrude
Gwardjak, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Marilyn Krajcik,
Keri & Baby Tristan, Elaine Lazzeri, Susan Leone, James
Leung, Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Tom Mercatante, Barbara Miller, John Myers, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael
Palermo, Frank Palmenteri, Sebastian Panasci, Santo
Pantina, Doris Pecchillo, Nino Pedone, Amelia Pepe, Josephine Profera, Vivian Puglissi, Joseph Questore, Frances
Russo, John Secreti, Remington Stafford, Rubie Anna Torall,
Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John
Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters.

PLEASE NOTE:

The Intentions for the next
monthly Purgatorial Society Mass will be offered on
Friday, January 29, 2021.
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An Ode to 2020
A Personal Reflection.

Last year, in my bulletin reflection for the New Year, I referred to the coming decade with reflections of the "Roaring
20's" of a hundred years ago. Who knew, only months after
writing that reflection about growth and decline, that all of us would be confronted by our own
mortality in the form of a global pandemic. I can only speak for myself, but the year 2020 has been
the most difficult year of my life. All of us have witnessed death and destruction on a scale unimaginable. The year 2020 can only be described as a "mini dark age". The heavy toll of pain, loss,
destruction, and loneliness will rear its effects for a generation to come.
Human beings are social, and yet the last nine months we have been forced to engage in social
distancing in ways that seem inhuman. This lack of gathering in large groups, or simply hugging
or shaking hands, has left us weary and tired. People have often commented to me, "Father, you
look tired!" Guess what? I am. My friends often tell me, my face is very expressive, and it is! I am
tired. I am tired of hearing about these unprecedented times. I am tired of the civil unrest. I am
tired of the rising crime. I am tired of watching my beloved city decay. I am tired of wearing a
mask. I am tired of not gathering in large groups. I am tired of hearing of the rising death toll. I am
tired of restrictions. I am tired of hearing of the pain that so many people are experiencing. I am
tired.
In last year's letter I said, "growth and decline are always part of the ebb and tide of history; yet
one thing remains...our Faith". How true these words are! In the quiet moments of this past year,
between crying or complaining I have come to the realization how important faith in Jesus Christ
is, not only to my immortal soul, but for my own mental health! This past year has been intensely
spiritual. How often, especially this past year, I have intensely stared at the crucifix, and thought of
the suffering of our Savior and the suffering of so many of you. During the height of the lockdown
whilst saying Mass in an empty Church, I often was brought to tears, with the inconsolable sadness
for the suffering of so many people I have come to know as friends. Yes, 2020 has taken a toll on
all of us.
Our Holy Father has proclaimed that 2021 will be a year dedicated to Saint Joseph, and I believe there is great wisdom in this. Besides being central to the Christmas story, the patron of the
universal Church and patron of workers, Saint Joseph is a perfect example of knowing what to do
in strange or difficult moments. Saint Joseph allowed himself to not be guided by passions, but by
the hand of God. Very often in times of distress, there are many voices that come into our head,
and not all of them come from God! Joseph is a shining example of one who was able to discern
the voice of God in most troubling circumstances, and then act! May we live his example, his quiet
example of steadfast faith and trust in God. Remember, Saint Joseph does not utter a word in the
entirety of scriptures, yet he is known by all the faithful as a man of action.
In the coming year, life will change even further. Decisions will have to be made, life
(hopefully) will return to some "normalcy", but things will never be the same. My advice, go to
Joseph! This is an expression often written on the altars dedicated to Saint Joseph "Ite ad Joseph".
In the coming year, as life returns to normal, let us not return to old ways that lead to destruction
or pain, that is sin. We have been put on this Earth for a reason, and as we still walk on this side of
the grave, we have much to do! Let us be faithful, let us be cautious, let us be decisive, and most of
all be workers as Saint Joseph was in life. May we take the opportunity of this new year to renew
our faith journey and journey with Saint Joseph the worker, the listener, the faithful one.
So long 2020, may I never see your ugly face ever again! Hello 2021. What's in store for
you... I don't know. But, I have my faith, my church, and my God, so send whatever you have at
me... I have made it thus far. Saint Joseph, pray for us.
Fr. Colamaria
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Readings for
Sunday, December 27, 2020
Reading 1

SIR 3:2-6, 12-14

God sets a father in honor over his children; a mother’s authority he confirms
over her sons. Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and preserves himself from them. When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches who reveres
his mother. Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children, and, when he
prays, is heard. Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; he who obeys
his father brings comfort to his mother. My son, take care of your father when
he is old; grieve him not as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; revile him not all the days of his life; kindness to a father will
not be forgotten, firmly planted against the debt of your sins —a house raised
in justice to you.

Responsorial Psalm
R.

Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.
Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD,
who walks in his ways!
For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;
blessed shall you be, and favored. R.
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine
in the recesses of your home;
your children like olive plants
around your table. R.
Behold, thus is the man blessed
who fears the LORD.
The LORD bless you from Zion:
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life. R.
Continued on next page...
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Readings for
Sunday, December 27, 2020
Reading 2

COL 3:12-21

Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another
and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond
of perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which
you were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you
do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him. Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, as is proper in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any bitterness toward them.
Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers,
do not provoke your children, so they may not become discouraged.

Gospel

LK 2:22-40

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, They took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written
in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to
the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. Now there was a man
in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout,
awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen
the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, He
took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your
servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” The child’s father and mother were
amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary
his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be contradicted —and you yourself a sword will pierce—
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a
widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night
and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she gave
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption
of Jerusalem. When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
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