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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
T h i s We e k ' s
Mass Intentions
Sunday, August 18, 2019
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Mary Bisciello (Dr. Aida Jocson)
Genowefa Stelmach (Teresa Raza)
Maria Salvati (Joe Barreca & Family)
Aurora Hidrobo (Isolano Family)
For The Parishioners

Monday, August 19, 2019 St. John Eudes
9:00AM

Azucena Poblete (Janet Valenzuela)

Tuesday, August 20, 2019 St. Bernard
9:00AM

Taciana Agbayani (Bravo Family)

Wednesday, August 21, 2019
9:00AM

St. Pius X

Azucena Poblete (Santiago Family)

Thursday, August 22, 2019 Queenship of the BVM
9:00AM

John Saladino (Loving Family)

Friday, August 23, 2019 St. Rose of Lima
9:00AM

Michael John Leccese (Jo-Ann & Phyllis Leccese)

Saturday, August 24, 2019 St. Bartholomew
9:00AM

5:00PM

Frank Bifulco, Sr. (Loving Family)
Josephine Bonanno (Patricia & Charles Bonanno)
Frances Hanley (Julio & Veronica Figueroa)
Giovanni Mione (Francesco Furca & Family)
Pietro Tortorici (Belinda Spatola)
Rose Caputo (Maddalena Cucchiara)
Salvatore Como
Frances Hanley (Cretaro Family)
Michael Pentaleri (Corozzo Family)
Loretta Perero (Erica Furman)

Sunday, August 25, 2019
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

New Families: All are welcome to St. Helen Parish,
and are asked to please register at the Rectory during office hours.
Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the Rectory to
register for the
baptism of your child. Baptisms will be
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to
1:30PM. Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM
Mass.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date.
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious
illness.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory.

George & Ann Papandrea
John Truncale (Patty & Kevin Harold)
Maria Tullo (Loving Family)
Winifred McCormick (Thomas & Michelle McDonald)
For The Parishioners

Amado Araneta, William J. Barbiero, Barbara
Bitetto, Lynn Boutureira, Daniel Campion, Sally
Capoziello, Ann Castellano, Shang Cheng, Zena
Cipolla, Anthony Corozzo, Marge D’Auria, Patrick
Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jennie Federici, Jean
Fochetta, Clementine Gagliardi, Dennis Giammalvo, Margaret
Giampietro, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, Joan
Grieco, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth Isolano,
Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, Elaine Lazzeri, Susan
Leone, James Leung, Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Tom Mercatante, Barbara Miller, Michael Palermo, Frank Palmenteri,
Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Vivian Doris Pecchillo, Phillip Pecchillo, Nino Pedone, Amelia Pepe, Joseph Questore,
Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith,
Remington Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres,
Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr.,
Ana Vastola, Sr. Joanne Walters.

Deceased:

Irene DeStefano

You are invited to Pray the
Family Rosary
THURSDAY EVENINGS
IN CHURCH 7:00-7:30PM

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass

The Altar Bread for this week is donated in

memory of William DiPietra, requested by Mom
& Dad.
Rectory Office Summer Hours: Monday-Friday
9AM-4PM thru August 30th (weekend office
hours remain the same). No evening hours during
the summer. Mass schedule will remain the same.

All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the names
of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial
Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each
month. The offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial
Society is $120 per name (a total of 12 Masses for one
year will be said for your loved one). Aside from listing
one name, a husband and wife together, or a family name
is also acceptable. Having a Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the Scriptures and will be a relief
for those who desire to have their loved ones remembered
with prayers all year long at God’s Altar. Please stop in
at the Rectory if you are interested in having a loved one
enrolled in the Purgatorial Society. The next Purgatorial
Society Mass will be held Friday, August 30, 2019.
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“A Fishy Situation”
Some parishioners may have noticed that the Koi fish are no longer present in the pond, at the Saint
Anthony shrine in front of the Church.
In early summer, routine maintenance was taking place on the pond when, unfortunately, a majority of
the fish died. This routine maintenance has been done in the past without incident, so the death of such a large
number of fish has baffled everyone!
There seems to be no logical explanation as to why the fish died. What was more mysterious was the
presence of goldfish in the pond (not part of the original population of Koi) at the time of the mass death.
Currently there are guppies in the pond—again the guppies were not a part of the original population of
fish in the pond. Obviously, it can be assumed, that someone decided upon themselves that the pond was a
place to drop off unwanted fish (not a good idea).
I am not a veterinarian, but after some inquiry, I have learned that Koi fish can exist with other species
of fish, albeit, other fish can carry bacteria that are harmful to Koi fish. That being said, the entire situation remains a mystery.
Currently the guppies seem to have made a home in the pond, and the remainder of the surviving Koi
were transferred to another pond.
The pond will remain without Koi until a decision is made as to what aquatic life will reside for the longterm. At this point in time, please do not add or feed any fish in the pond, without first discussing it with the pastor. Thank you.
Fr. Colamaria

Memorials Available
Many times people come to the Rectory inquiring
about memorials they can give to a family who has
lost a loved one. The following are available:
• Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Altar Candles or
the Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved
one for one week ($50.00 each).
• Votive Candles for one year ($100.00).
• A leaf permanently placed on the Tree of Life
($350.00).
• A plaque permanently placed on the Anniversary Wall ($350.00).
For further information, call or visit the Rectory.
The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular Franciscan Fraternity, takes place in
Church 6:30PM each Wednesday. The group prays
for our Blessed Mother’s intercession to end violence (both domestic & civil) & the persecution of
Christians throughout the world. All parishioners are
invited to join us. We welcome anyone willing to
lead a decade of the Rosary in a language other than
English.

A statue of St. Francis of Assisi is more than a bird feeder, and neither is he only a Saint for animals. He is a Saint of ecology, peace and
all good. Following in the footsteps of St. Francis is more than living
a good Christian life. It is going from Gospel to life, and from life to
Gospel.
If you have a desire to learn more about Franciscan charism, you are most
welcome to join us on the third Saturday of the month after the 9:00AM
Mass in the Rectory Meeting Room for our gathering. We look forward to
seeing you there. Light refreshments will be offered. God bless you!

Back By Popular Demand!
St. Helen’s Ladies Bowling League on Tuesday
mornings! If interested call Lorraine at (718) 8433431 for more information.

The Witnesses of Mercy

The Witnesses of Mercy program is comprised of a group of trained
volunteers who can provide personal contact with parishioners of St.
Helen’s Church who are unable to leave their homes due to illness or age
related issues. They can offer home visits or be in contact with you by
telephone. These dedicated volunteers will be your link to the Parish so
that you can keep up to date on information, events and news.
If you are sick, homebound or unable to visit the church and would
like to have a Witnesses of Mercy volunteer from Saint Helen’s parish
visit or be in contact with you, please contact Patricia Rizzo at (917) 3127072, or you may also email her at: goodrecords1@verizon.net.

Religious Education Registration for 2019-2020

We are now registering children for the 2019-2020 school year. The registration form may be obtained at
the Religious Education Office located in the school building. The program is available to children in
grades Kindergarten through 7th grade. The fees for registration forms received after 7/12/19 are: $125 for
1 child, $150 for 2 or more children from the same family. If the child was baptized at a Church other than
St. Helen, you will need a copy of your child's Baptismal Certificate. If you do not have one available,
contact the rectory of the Church where your child was baptized; most parishes take a couple of weeks to process a
Baptismal Certificate. Place your request now so your registration for our program will not be delayed. If you have
any concerns or questions, please contact us at 718-916-2319. Registration for children currently enrolled in our program was sent home with your child and/ or via email.
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Parents seeking Baptism for their children who
live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are
asked to register as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism. Registration is easily done at the parish
office anytime during business hours.
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live
outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing
the Baptism to take place at St. Helen.
Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their
children who have already been born will normally take
place on the second Wednesday of each month from
7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each
month from 10:00AM–12:00PM.
Upcoming Mornings of Preparation
(Required Before a Baptism)
(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the
Msgr. McGinness Room): August 25—September 8 & 22

Upcoming Schedule for Baptisms

(All begin at 2:00PM): August 25—September 8 & 22
Please call 718-738-1616 for more information
and/or to schedule an appointment.

The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular
Franciscan Fraternity, takes place in Church 6:30PM each
Wednesday. The group prays for our Blessed Mother’s intercession to end violence (both domestic & civil) & the persecution of
Christians throughout the world. All parishioners are invited to
join us. We welcome anyone willing to lead a decade of the Rosary in a language other than English.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER
The Center is located at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd. (718-7388100). Seniors aged 60 and older are invited to become members. Activities and services are offered Monday-Friday from 9:00AM to 4:00PM. Every day delicious and nutritious full, hot lunches are catered by
Russo’s on the Bay ($2 donation requested).

August & September Events:

Tuesday, August 20th, 10:30-11:30AM:
Tuesday, August 20th, 10:30-11:30AM:
Tuesday, September 17th, 10:30-11:30AM:
Thursday, September 19th, 10:30-11:30AM:
Tuesday, September 24th, 10:30-11:30AM:

Continuing Weekly Events:
Mondays 9:30-10:30AM:
Tuesdays 9:30-10:30AM:
Wednesdays 10:00-11:00AM:
Thursdays 9:30-10:30AM:
Fridays 9:30-10:30AM:

What Are Medicare Savings Programs, and the benefits of
enrolling in one. Find out if you are eligible to enroll.
Arthritis Is Not What You Think, by Dr. Avrum Musnik, of
Chiropractic Health & Wellness.
Why Get A Flu Shot? Sponsored by Visiting Nurse Service.
Falls Prevention Workshop, by Alex Ariza.
Medicare 2020. An informative presentation about new changes
coming to Medicare in 2020, by Mike Lowe.

Tai Chi with Elaine Fleischman
Movement Exercise with Millie
Zumba with Elaine
Movement Exercise with Millie
Cardio Exercise with Dwayne

Catholic Charities Geriatric Mental Health Initiative can assist you with a free depression screening and community
referrals. Please call Judy or Lisa at (718) 738-8100 for more information, or to schedule an appointment for a free
screening.
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