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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
T h i s We e k ' s
Mass Intentions
Sunday, August 11, 2019
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

George & Claire Cox
Isabel Santiago (Noriega Family)
Joe Scorcia (St. Helen’s Support Group)
Winifred McCormick (Christopher & Andrea Tulimieri)
For The Parishioners

Monday, August 12, 2019 St. Jane Frances de Chantal
9:00AM

Josephine Tonnachio (Donna Hershkowitz)

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 Sts. Pontian & Hippolytus
9:00AM

Anthony Carotenuto (Loving Family)

Wednesday, August 14, 2019
9:00AM
7:30PM

St. Maximilian Kolbe

Angela Lasher (St. Helen’s Rosarians)
Madeline Schneider (Cathy & Michael Ferri)

Thursday, August 15, 2019—Assumption of the
BVM
9:00AM
7:30PM

Joseph P. Ottomanelli (Loving Family)
Dominick & Angelina Librizzi (Rosalie Librizzi)

Friday, August 16, 2019 St. Stephen of Hungary
9:00AM

Frank & Margaret Pane (Loving Family)

Saturday, August 17, 2019
9:00AM

5:00PM

Jacquelyn Boutureira (Mom & Dad)
Rosario Chiaramonte (DiPiazza Family)
Rose DiPierno (St. Helen’s Support Group)
Frances Hanley (Vivian & Bernard Cretaro)
Agata Pisciotta (Anne & Sal)
Rose Caputo (Enia Poliseno)
Lucia Francese (John & Frances Donato)
Luz Maria Nazario (Andrew Scotti)
Loretta Perero (Rosalie Furman)
Elias Luna Victoria (Vita & Paul)

Sunday, August 18, 2019
8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM
12:30PM
5:00PM

Mary Bisciello (Dr. Aida Jocson)
Genowefa Stelmach (Teresa Raza)
Maria Salvati (Joe Barreca & Family)
Aurora Hidrobo (Isolano Family)
For The Parishioners

The Altar Bread & Wine for this week are donat-

ed in Thanksgiving to Jesus & His Blessed Mother,
requested by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bonanno.

Rectory Office Summer Hours: Monday-Friday
9AM-4PM thru August 30th (weekend office
hours remain the same). No evening hours during
the summer. Mass schedule will remain the same.

New Families: All are welcome to St. Helen Parish,
and are asked to please register at the Rectory during office hours.
Sacrament of Baptism: Please call the Rectory to
register for the
baptism of your child. Baptisms will be
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to
1:30PM. Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM
Mass.
Sacrament of Marriage: Couples should contact the
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date.
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview.
Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious
illness.
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Rectory.

Amado Araneta, William J. Barbiero, Barbara
Bitetto, Lynn Boutureira, Daniel Campion, Sally
Capoziello, Ann Castellano, Shang Cheng, Zena
Cipolla, Anthony Corozzo, Marge D’Auria, Patrick
Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jennie Federici, Jean
Fochetta, Clementine Gagliardi, Dennis Giammalvo, Margaret
Giampietro, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, Joan
Grieco, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth Isolano,
Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, Elaine Lazzeri, Susan
Leone, James Leung, Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Tom Mercatante, Barbara Miller, Michael Palermo, Frank Palmenteri,
Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Vivian Doris Pecchillo, Phillip Pecchillo, Nino Pedone, Amelia Pepe, Joseph Questore,
Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith,
Remington Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres,
Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr.,
Ana Vastola, Sr. Joanne Walters.

Deceased:

Giuseppa Augello, Fidelina LaPaix
Alexander J. Miraglia

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass

All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the names
of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial
Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each
month. The offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial
Society is $120 per name (a total of 12 Masses for one
year will be said for your loved one). Aside from listing
one name, a husband and wife together, or a family name
is also acceptable. Having a Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the Scriptures and will be a relief
for those who desire to have their loved ones remembered
with prayers all year long at God’s Altar. Please stop in
at the Rectory if you are interested in having a loved one
enrolled in the Purgatorial Society. The next Purgatorial
Society Mass will be held Friday, August 30, 2019.

PLEASE NOTE: The Rectory office will be
closed on Thursday, August 15th, in observance of
the Feast of the Assumption of the BVM, and will
reopen on Friday, August 16th at 9:00AM.
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Little-Known Facts About the Assumption of Mary (August 15)
As we celebrate the great Feast of the Assumption of Mary, there are some interesting facts about the Assumption. According to Scripture and Church tradition, only three human beings have been taken up directly to Heaven. They are Enoch and Elijah, from the Old Testament, and the Blessed Virgin Mary, from the New Testament.
Enoch was taken by God, and Elijah was whisked into Heaven by a chariot of fire. Mary participated more than
any other in Christ’s reconciliation of humanity with God. Here are some interesting facts:
 Mary’s death is dated 3-15 years after the Ascension.
 St. Juvenal relates that Mary died in the presence of all of the Apostles, but when her tomb in the Kedron Val-






ley was opened, it was found to be empty. No one has ever claimed to possess first-class relics of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
A document from the 4th century is the earliest printed reference to Mary’s Assumption into Heaven.
The Feast of the Assumption was universally celebrated in the Church by the sixth century.
The Feast was originally celebrated in the East, where it is known as the Feast of the Dormition, a word which
means “the falling asleep” (as shown in the image on our cover this week). In Jerusalem, you can visit the
Church of the Dormition of Mary on Mount Zion.
In 1950, Pope Pius XII proclaimed the dogma of the Assumption of Mary, universally held as part of our tradition.
St. Anthony’s Guild, Summer 2019

PLEASE NOTE: Due to construction in the Cafeteria,
the Rosarian Wine & Cheese Party, scheduled for
Friday, August 16th, has been canceled.
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who
live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are
asked to register as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism. Registration is easily done at the parish
office anytime during business hours.
Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live
outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing
the Baptism to take place at St. Helen.
Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their
children who have already been born will normally take
place on the second Wednesday of each month from
7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each
month from 10:00AM–12:00PM.
Upcoming Mornings of Preparation
(Required Before a Baptism)
(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the
Msgr. McGinness Room): August 25—September 8 & 22

Upcoming Schedule for Baptisms

(All begin at 2:00PM): August 25—September 8 & 22
Please call 718-738-1616 for more information
and/or to schedule an appointment.

The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular
Franciscan Fraternity, takes place in Church 6:30PM each
Wednesday. The group prays for our Blessed Mother’s intercession to end violence (both domestic & civil) & the persecution of
Christians throughout the world. All parishioners are invited to
join us. We welcome anyone willing to lead a decade of the Rosary in a language other than English.

Congratulations to the following St. Helen Parish
students who have achieved Honor Roll Status at Holy
Cross High School for the fourth marking period:
Anthony Gurino (Gr. 9) Second Honors
Nicholas Perez (Gr. 12) Second Honors
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Religious Education Registration for 2019-2020

We are now registering children for the 2019-2020 school year. The registration form may be obtained at
the Religious Education Office located in the school building. The program is available to children in
grades Kindergarten through 7th grade. The registration fees for forms received up to & including 7/12/19
are: $100 for one child and $125 for two or more children in the same family. The fees for registration
forms received after 7/12/19 are: $125 for 1 child, $150 for 2 or more children from the same family. If
the child was baptized at a Church other than St. Helen, you will need a copy of your child's Baptismal Certificate. If
you do not have one available, contact the rectory of the Church where your child was baptized; most parishes take a
couple of weeks to process a Baptismal Certificate. Place your request now so your registration for our program will
not be delayed. If you have any concerns or questions, please contact us at 718-916-2319. Registration for children
currently enrolled in our program was sent home with your child and/ or via email.

Memorials Available
Many times people come to the Rectory inquiring about memorials they can give to a family
who has lost a loved one. The following are
available:
• Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Altar Candles
or the Sanctuary Candle in memory of a
loved one for one week ($50.00 each).
• Votive Candles for one year ($100.00).
• A leaf permanently placed on the Tree of
Life ($350.00).
• A plaque permanently placed on the Anniversary Wall ($350.00).
For further information, call or visit the Rectory.

You are invited to
Pray the
Family Rosary
THURSDAY
EVENINGS IN
CHURCH
7:00-7:30PM

A statue of St. Francis of Assisi is more than a bird feeder,
and neither is he only a Saint for animals. He is a Saint of
ecology, peace and all good. Following in the footsteps of
St. Francis is more than living a good Christian life. It is
going from Gospel to life, and from life to Gospel.
If you have a desire to learn more about Franciscan charism,
you are most welcome to join us on the third Saturday of the
month after the 9:00AM Mass in the Rectory Meeting Room for our
gathering. We look forward to seeing you there. Light refreshments will be offered. God bless you!

The Witnesses of Mercy
The Witnesses of Mercy program is comprised of a group of
trained volunteers who can provide personal contact with parishioners of St. Helen’s Church who are unable to leave their homes
due to illness or age related issues. They can offer home visits or be
in contact with you by telephone. These dedicated volunteers will
be your link to the Parish so that you can keep up to date on information, events and news.
If you are sick, homebound or unable to visit the church and
would like to have a Witnesses of Mercy volunteer from Saint
Helen’s parish visit or be in contact with you, please contact Patricia Rizzo at (917) 312-7072, or you may also email her at:
goodrecords1@verizon.net.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER
The Center is located at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd. Seniors
aged 60 and older are invited to become members. Activities and services are offered Monday-Friday from
9:00AM to 4:00PM. Every day delicious and nutritious full, hot lunches are catered by Russo’s on the Bay
($2 donation requested).

August & September Events:

Tuesday, August 20th, 10:30-11:30AM:
Tuesday, August 20th, 10:30-11:30AM:
Tuesday, September 17th, 10:30-11:30AM:
Thursday, September 19th, 10:30-11:30AM:
Tuesday, September 24th, 10:30-11:30AM:

What Are Medicare Savings Programs, and the benefits of
enrolling in one. Find out if you are eligible to enroll.
Arthritis Is Not What You Think, by Dr. Avrum Musnik, of
Chiropractic Health & Wellness.
Why Get A Flu Shot? Sponsored by Visiting Nurse Service.
Falls Prevention Workshop, by Alex Ariza.
Medicare 2020. An informative presentation about new changes
Coming to Medicare in 2020, by Mike Lowe.

For further information please call 718-738-8100.
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Nineteenth Week in Ordinary Time
Monday, August 12, 2019
Deut 10:12-22; Mt 17:22-27
Does not your teacher pay the temple tax? Before the destruction of
the Jerusalem temple in 70 C.E.,
Homiletic starters and every male Jew above 19 years of
scriptural age was obliged to make an annual
reflection points for
each day of the month contribution for the temple’s upkeep. Jesus instructs Peter about
freedom from the obligation of payment, but explains
to him why they should pay it—to avoid giving offense. Even today, we still have to weigh our specific
obligations against our call to do what is just out of
love and respect for one another. Even if we’re not
bound by law to do something, perhaps we should
do it anyway to ensure the well-being of others. For
cooperation among people and nations, we pray.
Tuesday, August 13, 2019
Deut 31:1-8; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14
Be brave and steadfast; have no fear or dread of
them, for it is the Lord, your God, who marches with
you; he will never fail you or forsake you. While Moses speaks these words in reference to battle, they
resound within us as we face the many challenges
that confront us each day. If we allow God to take
the lead, we can march confidently into any situation.
Many of us plunge headlong into a course of action,
get overwhelmed, and then call on God for rescue.
The outcome would greatly improve if we stood to
the side and let God go first. The Lord has promised
not to fail us or forsake us. The world need not be a
frightening place. Let us confidently follow where
God leads us, we pray.
Wednesday, August 14, 2019
Deut 34:1-12; Mt 18:15-20
For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them. Christ is the
bond among us. We must invite him to guide us as
we make decisions or settle disputes. While this
Gospel passage may imply a situation in which the
church gathers to deal with sinners, the larger message suggests that God will answer anything for
which we gather to pray. In essence, Christ is saying
that when we come together in his name to do what
he authorizes, he will strengthen us. There are many
conflicts within the Church and among believers that
could best be settled by gathering together in his
name, praying and accepting his counsel. For peace
and unity, we pray.
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Thursday,
Au-

gust 15, 2019
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
1 Cor 15:20-27; Luke 1:39-56
Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. We are blessed to have Mary as
our protector and our guide. Though she was little
more than a child herself, the angel of God greeted
her like royalty and entrusted her to bear the Christ.
Indeed, her wisdom was beyond her age, even beyond human reason. She believed what the Lord
spoke to her, and we are co-beneficiaries. We, too,
are her blessed children called to listen to the Lord’s
words. May today’s solemnity open our hearts to the
knowledge that nothing is impossible with God.
Mary, ever faithful mother, watch over and care for
us, we pray.

Friday, August 16, 2019
Jos 24:1-13; Mt 19:3-12
Some Pharisees approached Jesus, and tested him.
The question Jesus’ opponents pose pertains to divorce. They try to goad him into a response they can
use to their advantage. They are, in essence, asking
him to take sides. We often do the same. We may
interpret Jesus’ words or the broader biblical message to force a point or to win an argument. This
might work in clear-cut cases of moral right and
wrong, but not all points of dispute are that clear. In
today’s Gospel reading, both sides are respectable;
they simply come from two differing Jewish schools.
We need to keep this in mind when we use religion
in our arguments. Often, our brothers and sisters
who oppose us approach the issue from an honest
perspective, as well. We should not use Jesus as a
weapon to defeat them, but as a bridge to better understanding. For meaningful dialogue, we pray.
Saturday, August 17, 2019
Josh 24:14-29; Mt 19:13-15
Let the children come to me, and do not prevent
them. We may not intentionally be keeping children
from coming to Jesus, but our actions and attitudes
could ultimately keep them from seeking a relationship with him. Children watch our every move and
listen to everything we say. They astutely detect hypocrisy, and they love to imitate us. Our words and
works must reflect the joy of our faith in a way that
encourages and welcomes the little ones around us.
Lord, help us to set a good example, we pray.
◆

