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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Amado Araneta, Daniel 
Campion, Baby Canzoneri, Sally Capoziello, Shang 
Cheng, Marge D’Auria,  Mary Ann D’Angelo, Patrick 
Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi, Rich-
ard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jean Fochetta, Dennis 

Giammalvo, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, 
Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth Isolano, Marilyn 
Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, James Leung, Thomas & Patricia 
Lipari, William J. Litt, Cindy Maione, Tom Mercatante, Barbara 
Miller, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, Sebastian 
Panasci, Santo Pantina, Joseph Questore, Mary Ann Quinn, 
Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith,  
Remington Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, 
Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., 
Sr. Joanne Walters. 
 

Deceased:  Grace Ann DiRusso, Joseph Ottomanelli 
  
  

 

T h i s  We e k ' s  
M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  

 
 

Sunday, December 23, 2018 

  8:00AM Charles Amari (Rachele Sannino) 
  9:30AM Ralph Mazzio (Nunziata & Malave Families) 
11:00AM Camelo & Basin Family (Zena Basin) 
12:30PM William F. DiPietra (Loving Parents) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

Monday, December 24, 2018—Christmas Eve 

  9:00AM Christine Salegna (Loving Mom & Dad) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 
12:00AM   Midnight Mass:   Paul Russo 
 

Tuesday,  December 25, 2018—Christmas 
  8:00AM William F. DiPietra 
  9:30AM Angelo & Loretta Marino 
11:00AM Giovanni Escobar Londono 
12:30PM Joseph Savoca 

Wednesday, December 26, 2018 St. Stephen 

9:00AM Ernesto Jocson (Aida Jocson) 
 

Thursday, December 27, 2018 St. John 

9:00AM Maria Keevan (Susan Polvorosa) 
 

Friday, December 28, 2018 The Holy Innocents 
9:00AM Purgatorial Society Mass 

Saturday, December 29, 2018 St. Thomas Becket 

9:00AM Anthony Cucchiara (Adriana Chirco) 
 Robert R. Keighron (Thomas Farrell) 
 Theresa Montelbano (Loving Family) 
 Julio Pellicano (Joseph & Fara Evola) 
 Vincent Punzi (Linda Miranti) 
5:00PM Anthony Cucchiara (Mary Ann Kellen) 
 Settimio D’Accordo (Andrew & Linda Mastrangelo) 
 Robert R. Keighron (Andrew & Linda Mastrangelo) 
 Agostino Trinchese (M/M Tony DiPiazza) 
 Joseph Vivinetto (Jakie) 
 

Sunday, December 30, 2018 

  8:00AM Maria & Luciano Sannino (Rachele Sannino) 
  9:30AM Paul Russo (Thomas & Valeria Casillo) 
11:00AM Linda McSorley (Vita & Paul) 
12:30PM Antonio Cracchiolo (Loving Family) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass 
All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the 
names of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The 
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Fri-
day of each month. The offering to be enrolled in the 
Purgatorial Society is $120 per name (a total of 12 
Masses for one year will be said for your loved one). 
Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife to-
gether, or a family name is also acceptable.  Having a 
Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the 
Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to 
have their loved ones remembered with prayers all 
year long at God’s Altar.  Please stop in at the Rectory 
if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in 
the Purgatorial Society.  The next Purgatorial Socie-
ty Mass will be held Friday, December 28, 2018. 

  

New Families:  All are welcome to St. Helen Parish, 
and are asked to please register at the Rectory dur-
ing office hours. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the Rectory to 
register for the baptism of your child.  Baptisms will be 
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. 
 

Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to 
1:30PM.  Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM 
Mass. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date. 
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview. 
 

Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange 
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a 
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious 
illness. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who 
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and 
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Recto-
ry. 

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd 
Saturday of every month in St. Helen’s Rectory after 
the 9AM Mass.  Come and learn more about the Fran-
ciscan way of life. 

The Altar Bread for this week is donated in memory of 
Christine Salegna, requested by her Loving Aunt. 
 

The Altar Candles & Sanctuary Candle for this 
week are donated in memory of Giovanni Escobar-
Londono, requested by his loving mother. 
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Christmas Schedule 
 

Monday, December 24, 2018—Christmas Eve 
Mass at 9:00AM 
5:00PM: Vigil Mass For Christmas 
11:15PM:  Carols  —  Followed by Mass at Midnight 
 
Tuesday, December 25, 2018—Christmas Day 
8:00AM, 9:30AM, 11:00AM & 12:30PM—No 5:00PM Mass 
 

Monday, December 31, 2018 - New Year’s Eve: Mass at 9:00AM 
 
Tuesday, January 1, 2019—New Year’s Day 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Holy Mother of God  
9:00AM, 11:00AM & 5:00PM 
 
The Rectory Office will be closed:  Monday & Tuesday, December 24th & 25th and Monday & Tuesday, De-
cember 31st and January 1, 2019. 

 

O Tannenbaum O Tannenbaum 
 

 The Christmas Trees are lit and the parish had its Extravaganza. Many “elves” were instrumental in 

this monumental undertaking, and I want to thank them! From Lisena Landscaping who promptly deliv-

ered 350 Christmas trees, and to those who braved the extreme cold to put them up! The Baglino Family, 

Vinny Campanella, Tony Sama, and the volunteer students from Christ the King High School were instru-

mental in tree placement. Tony Sama and Vinny Campanella continued the project installing over 600 sets 

of lights! Imagine the tedium of decorating 1 Christmas tree, they decorated over 300 (in the outdoor ele-

ments). Santa Catarelli (parish secretary) is the brain and the brawn behind the tags that adorn the trees, 

keeping everything in order. Steve Giusto, Diane Sama, Donna & Amanda Villaggi, and Gaspare Manis-

calco and the many more who coordinated the children who participated in the Live Nativity; and all the 

children who narrated, sang, and played their parts to make the Nativity come alive. The Rosarians who 

provided the hot chocolate to keep us warm, and Paul and Niko who lit up the sky! There are many others 

who also participated to make the event truly spectacular, and I thank you all! 

 

 Fr. Colamaria 

Most importantly, I want to thank the parishioners and businesses who participated 

by purchasing a tree. There are many variations of the song O Tannenbaum; one 

version of the song says, “How loyal are your branches.”  Another version says 

  “How lovely are your branches”. Walking around the property and reading the 

    names of all those who participated in this event is truly a witness of the 

      loyalty and loveliness of Saint Helen parishioners and neighbors. The trees 

          cause many to stop and behold; they are a symbol of the loyalty and loveli- 

          ness of Saint Helen Parishioners! A Merry Christmas to you and yours, 

           and remember that you and your loved ones will be remembered at the 

              Altar for Christmas Eve Mass. 
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A Polish Christmas Tradition 
By Father Lukasz Kubiak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Opłatki are thin square wafers, similar to the bread used for hosts at Mass, but not con-
secrated. This tradition comes from Eastern Europe, around the area of Poland. The wafers 
may be embossed with a Christmas manger scene. 
 
  Ideally, opłatki are used at the main meal eaten on Christmas Eve. By tradition, the ta-
ble in the home is set with some straw under the tablecloth to represent the straw in the 
manger. Children look out for the first star that appears around dusk. This signals the be-
ginning of the Christmas Eve meal. All the members of the family gather around the table. 
The head of the household may say a prayer of blessing. Then, this person begins to distrib-
ute the wafer by breaking off a small piece for him/herself. This person offers the remainder 
of the wafer to the next person, who in turn breaks off his/her piece and shares with the 
next person. 
 
  Alternately, it may be divided in another way. The first person may offer the wafer to 
the second person, who holds it while the first person breaks off his or her piece. The sec-
ond person then gives it to the third person who holds it while the second breaks off a piece. 
The wafer becomes increasingly smaller as it is passed around the table and each person 
present takes a small piece. 
 
  After all present have received a piece of the wafer, a short prayer may be said remind-
ing all of the Incarnation. Then, everyone eats their pieces.  When this is done, the meal it-
self begins. 
 
  The wafer is of the same consistency as the bread used to make hosts for Mass. This is 
no coincidence. Rather, the opłatki reminds one of the Mass and the bread which will be-
come the Body of Christ. The family around the table is reminded of the community around 
the altar, the table of the Lord. 
 
  As we sit for a common meal, so we are reminded that Jesus gave us the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist to be food for our souls, the bread from heaven. And the sharing of the one 
wafer calls to mind unity and reconciliation. It is not unlike the sharing of the sign of peace 
at Mass. The breaking of the wafer also calls to mind the breaking of the consecrated Host 
by the priest right before Communion. 
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St. Helen Parish Purgatorial Society 
Mass Intentions For Friday, December 28, 2018 

Karl Albrecht (Florence Albrecht) 
All Souls in Purgatory (Kathleen Cocchiola) 
Amato & Sannino Family (Rachele Sannino) 
John Ardito (Monica & Frank Ottomanelli) 
Loretta Barnes (Vita, Paul, Lily & Tommy) 
Charles & Angela Barreca (Loving Son & Daughter) 
Thomas A. Barreca (Loving Brother & Sister) 
Mario & Angelina Barrella (Loving Family) 
Mary Camelo & Joshua Basin (Daughter/Mother, Francina) 
Adriano & Lorenza Bello (Bello Family) 
Gina Bender (Loving Aunt & Uncle) 
Frank W. Bitetto (Barbara Bitetto) 
Thomas E. Blankley (Rachele Sannino) 
Paul Anthony Bono (Bono Family) 
Gregory Bonura (Anne M. Vigliarolo) 
Azea Braganza (Rachele Sannino) 
Gerald Braganza (Loving Wife) 
Mary & Jim Cabral (Cabral Family) 
Nancy & Emanuel Camelliri (Constance & Joseph Camelliri) 
Zeny Caparas (Loving Family) 
Giuseppe & Maria Caputo (Loving Son, Rosario) 
Julianne Caputo (Loving Dad) 
Antoinette & Silvio Casazza (Maria Russo) 
Casillo Family (Loving Family) 
C. Joseph & Laura Chiarello (Lois Chiarello) 
Vi & Joseph Cimo (Loving Niece) 
Jerry Codispoti (Loving Family) 
Claire Louise Colamaria (Fr. Colamaria) 
Corrigan-Vendittelli Family (Loving Family) 
Emilia Cuttone (Loving Sister & Niece) 
Vincent J. D'Amato (D'Amato Family) 
Deceased Brothers of Council #197 (Knights of Columbus) 
Frank DeRicco (St. Helen’s Support Group) 
John DeRiso (St. Helen’s Lectors) 
Concetta & Pasquale DeSantis (Linda DeSantis) 
Joseph Digristina (Loving Wife & Daughter) 
William F. DiPietra (Helen & Frank DiPietra) 
John & Anna Falco (Loving Family) 
Louise & Vincent Festa (Annette & Martin Gould) 
Giustina & Ralph Fiore (Loving Daughter & Granddaughter) 
William & Rose Fioto (Amelia Pepe) 
Frank Fogliano (Loving Family) 
John T. Gallagher (Loving Family) 
Father Gaughan, C.M. (Deidre McVey) 
Gidaro-Izzo Family (Loving Family) 
Giunta-Bernardo Family (Jean Bernardo) 
Theresa Giusto (Linda DeSantis) 
Anna Gonzalez (Will Espada) 
Gorycki Family (Helen Repstad) 
Elizabeth & George Gould (Annette & Marty Gould) 
Gwardjak & Kosinski Family (Daughter) 
Carole Hinchcliffe (Paul Hinchcliffe) 
Eddie Juba (Barbara Dorme) 
Giovanna LaPuma (Salvatore & Nancy Chiaramonte) 
Michael & Mary Leccese  (Jo-Ann & Phyllis Leccese) 
Dominick & Angelina Librizzi (Rosalie Librizzi) 
Catherine & Joseph Lumetta (Pauline Mantineo) 
Macaluso Family (Loving Family) 

Justine Nigra Maguire (Constance Chwalek) 
     Vincent & Vita Maltese (Loving Family) 
     Jennie Maniscalco (Loving Children) 

Michael Mannarino (Loving Granddaughter) 
Joanna Mazurek (A Friend) 

John Mendolia (Loving Family) 
Arthur T. Minor, Jr. (St. Helen’s Lectors) 
Rocco & Phyllis Miranti (Loving Family) 
Lillian & Charles Monastero (Vita Monastero) 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mullalley (Jane Orban) 
Maggie O’Dee (Loving Friend) 
Richard Orban (Jane Orban) 
Joan Mary Orban-Jones (Orban Family) 
Dominick Pepe (Amelia Pepe) 
Joseph Pepe (Amelia Pepe) 
Pepe-Bitetto Family (Barbara Bitetto) 
Stephen Petroglia (Loving Wife & Children) 
Margaret Pietronigro (Dana & Elaine Scuderi) 
Christine Piotrowski (Loving Family) 
Marie & Annie Putorti (Loving Friend) 
Joseph Quagliariello (Quagliariello Family) 
Questore Family (Joseph Questore) 
Kathleen Rammelkamp (Charles Rammelkamp) 
Joanne Rebecchi (Cynthia Ottomanelli) 
Felicita Reyes (Loving Family) 
Belinda Rocco (The Card Girls) 
Paul Russo (Anne M. Vigliarolo) 
Maria & Luciano Sannino (Rachele Sannino) 
Benito & Leonila Santiago (Loving Family) 
Linda & James Scagnelli (Heedles Family) 
Dorothy Schmitt (Loving Friend) 
Kay & Walter Schretzman (John Schretzman) 
Helen Sentome (Serpico Family) 
Frank T. Serpico (Serpico Family) 
Sica Family (Irene DeStefano) 
Teodoro & Carmela Sordillo (Loving Son Enzo & Family) 
Margaret Ann Stillman (Heedles Family) 
Zenon & Rozalia Szczesny (Daughter & Family) 
Scafata Taddeo (Jane Orban) 
Frank & Ann Tomitz (Patricia) 
Maryann E. Tomitz (Patricia) 
Margaret Tucci (Loving Sister & Niece) 
Turrigiano Family (Antoinette Turrigiano) 
Walter & Elizabeth Ujazdowski (Quagliariello Family) 
Albert F. Valenzuela (Loving Family) 
Ruben & Ana Vega (Gloria Martinez) 
Carl Vigliarolo (Anne M. Vigliarolo) 
Frank J. Vigliarolo (Anne M. Vigliarolo) 
Mary Zurick (Sophia Gadinis) 
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Monday, December 24, 2018 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79 
The Canticle of Zechariah, like the Canti-
cle of Mary before it, takes on a context 
much larger than its initial uttering. 
Though positioned as a response to a 
question, it is a prophecy. Zechariah’s 
muteness lifts. Instead of merely giving 
name to his child, he gives insight to the 
angel’s words that his child will lead the 
children of Israel to the Lord. Filled with 

the Holy Spirit, he not only foretells the vital role of his 
newborn son John but also connects John’s arrival to the 
anticipation of the long-awaited Savior. John is the precursor 
noted in Zechariah’s hymn filled with messianic symbols, 
images and phrases from the Hebrew Scripture. Zechariah 
opens his mouth and opens our eyes to this sign of the fulfill-
ment of the covenant.  Lead us, compassionate Lord, to go 
before you to open eyes to see you in all things, to open 
mouths to praise you with every word, and to open hearts to 
share your tender love. 
 
Tuesday, December 25, 2018 
The Nativity of the Lord 
Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
The child would be called Emmanuel, that is, “God is with 
us.” Through an innocent baby born in a stable, God be-
comes part of our humanity. God is not a distant being seat-
ed upon a lofty throne far beyond our reach. He comes to us, 
becomes like us, takes on fragile human flesh and enters into 
his own creation for our salvation. We are redeemed through 
the Incarnation; we are set free from the slavery of sin and 
death. Jesus takes on our human nature to model how we 
should live. He teaches us holiness and love and shows us 
the way to the Father. He takes on our humanity so that we 
may share in his divinity. He takes on our earthly nature in 
order to guide us to heaven. Blessed Christmas!  Open our 
hearts, loving Father, to the Christ-child born within us to-
day. 
 
Wednesday, December 26, 2018 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
Venerated as the first martyr, Stephen was one of the 
church’s first deacons. To fully devote themselves to teach-
ing the word of God, the apostles ordained seven holy men 
to assist in the pastoral care of the neglected faithful. Ste-
phen’s great preaching, wonders and signs resulted in both 
popularity and enmity. When accused of blasphemy, he an-
swered the false accusations with a detailed history of Israel, 
an account of God’s blessings upon his chosen people, and 
the folly of their disobedience. On trial, he quoted Hebrew 
Scripture, admonished the Sanhedrin, and shared a vision of 
Jesus Christ at the Father’s right hand, which resulted in his 
brutal condemnation. Modeling Christ at all times, Stephen, 
filled with faith and the Holy Spirit, forgave his persecutors 
as he was stoned to death.  Glorious Father, fill us with your 
wisdom and spirit to courageously witness to you. 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, December 27, 2018 
Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Jesus had a particular fondness for the apostle and evangelist 

John, 
who 
became 

known as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” Jesus cradled 
John who leaned against his bosom at the Last Supper. He, 
alongside Peter, arranged that Passover meal. John closely 
witnessed the agony in Gethsemane and stood faithfully at 
the foot of the cross where Jesus asked him to care for his 
mother. John is reportedly the author of the fourth Gospel, 
three epistles and the book of Revelation, which he wrote in 
exile in Patmos. He miraculously survived being boiled in a 
caldron of oil and lived almost 100 years, making him the 
longest living apostle and the only one not to die a martyr's 
death. When he was weakened by age and unable to preach, 
the faithful carried him to join the assembly where he en-
couraged them: “Children, let us love not in word or speech 
but in deed and truth” (1 John 3:18).  Divine Master, give us 
the grace to be steadfast in love and loyalty. May our words 
and example enable us to be known as your beloved disci-
ples. 
 
Friday, December 28, 2018 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Matthew draws parallels between Israel’s history and the 
Messiah’s. Jacob’s son Joseph was forced to flee to Egypt. A 
series of events resulted in the migration and enslavement of 
his people. Egypt’s pharaoh threw Hebrew male infants into 
the Nile. Moses, hidden in a basket, escaped the slaughter, 
subsequently liberating Israel. Jesus, hidden in Egypt as a 
child, comes as a significantly greater liberator. The ruthless 
Herod ordered the death of all of Bethlehem’s male children. 
The blood of these Holy Innocents was shed for the one 
who, in turn, shed his blood for all. Israel’s history and Je-
sus’ life have many common threads leading to a new exo-
dus. Where Israel falls short, Jesus, the faithful son, fulfills 
the prophecy. He is called out of Egypt to deliver us from the 
slavery of sin and death.  Hold me in your protection, loving 
Father. Guide me where I need to be to do your will. 
 
Saturday, December 29, 2018 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
The best way to back up our claim that we know Christ is to 
live in a way that models him. Anyone can assert an ac-
quaintance with someone to whom they have casually been 
introduced. Yet, truly knowing Christ demands a relation-
ship that goes beyond mere recognition or small talk. Christ 
demands understanding his will and this necessitates obedi-
ence. Our moral life, however, extends beyond following 
commandments. We must wholeheartedly embrace his spirit 
of love. A lack of Christian charity reflects an improper 
knowledge of who Christ is and how he wants us to live. 
Following the commandments without placing all of these 
guidelines under the commandment of love is incompatible 
with the light of Christ and the foundation of Christian liv-
ing.  Gentle and loving Teacher, may the manner in which I 
live reflect my knowing you and your knowing me. 
 

◆ 

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 

Homiletic starters and 
scriptural 

reflection points for 
each day of the month 


