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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Debbie Abbene, Ann Ahern, Amado Araneta, Baby 
Canzoneri, Sally Capoziello, Shang Cheng, Marge 
D’Auria,  Mary Ann D’Angelo, Patrick Delaney, Do-
menica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, 
Mary Divers, Jean Fochetta, Dennis Giammalvo, 

John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, Christine Healy, 
Maria Hernandez, Elizabeth Isolano, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & 
Baby Tristan, James Leung, Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William 
J. Litt, Cindy Maione,  Barbara Miller, Jane Orban, Angela 
Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, Sebastian Panasci, 
Santo Pantina, Joseph Questore, Frances Russo, Bill Sangi-
rardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith,  Remington Stafford, Mi-
chael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul 
Tremblay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters. 
 

Deceased: Lawrence J. Lyons, Jr. 

 

T h i s  We e k ' s  
M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 12, 2018  
  8:00AM George & Claire Cox 
  9:30AM Robert Pelliccione (Luisa & Jeff Karoly) 
11:00AM DeMartino & Auriemma Family (Loving Family) 
12:30PM George Miller (Laura Amato) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

Monday, August 13, 2018 Sts. Pontian & Hippolytus 

9:00AM Francesco Pugliese & Concetta Romano 
 (Maria & Felice Pugliese) 
 

Tuesday,  August 14, 2018 St. Maximilian Kolbe 
9:00AM John Arcella (Mary Jo & Will Vendittelli) 
7:30PM Thomas Pashen (Patty & Kevin) 

Wednesday, August 15, 2018 Assumption of the BVM 

9:00AM John DeRiso (JoAnne & Phyllis Leccese) 
7:30PM Dominick & Angelina Librizzi (Rosalie Librizzi) 
 

Thursday, August 16, 2018 St. Stephan of Hungary 
  9:00AM Joseph DeRiso (Michele DeRiso) 
 

Friday, August 17, 2018   
9:00AM Jacquelyn Boutureira (Loving Family) 

Saturday, August 18, 2018  
9:00AM Tillie Amari (Friends) 
 In Honor of St. Clare (St. Helen Sec. Franciscans) 
 John Papa (Pauline Gruer) 
 Alfred Pipitone (M/M Michael Ferri) 
 Peter Quartulli (Maria Quartulli) 
5:00PM Tillie Amari (Salegna Family) 
 Vincent Mascia (Michael Rufrano & Family) 
 Raymond Moran (Stephanie & William Marra) 
 Joseph Salegna (Pat & Angela Salegna) 
 Francesco Storti (Mihaila Family) 
 

Sunday, August 19, 2018  
  8:00AM George & Ann Papandrea 
  9:30AM Gina Calore (Scelfo Family) 
11:00AM Frank DeRicco (St. Helen Parish) 
12:30PM Cecilia Bruno (Joe & Cathy Lupia) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass 
All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the 
names of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The 
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Fri-
day of each month. The offering to be enrolled in the 
Purgatorial Society is $120 per name (a total of 12 
Masses for one year will be said for your loved one). 
Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife to-
gether, or a family name is also acceptable.  Having a 
Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the 
Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to 
have their loved ones remembered with prayers all 
year long at God’s Altar.  Please stop in at the Rectory 
if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in 
the Purgatorial Society.  The next Purgatorial Socie-
ty Mass will be held Friday, August 31 2018. 

  

New Families:  All are welcome to St. Helen Parish, 
and are asked to please register at the Rectory dur-
ing office hours. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the Rectory to 
register for the baptism of your child.  Baptisms will be 
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. 
 

Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to 
1:30PM.  Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM 
Mass. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date. 
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview. 
 

Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange 
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a 
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious 
illness. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who 
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and 
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Recto-
ry. 

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE 
We would like to thank Elaine Lazzeri, 
who kept the statue this past week.  Anyone 
interested in keeping the statue in their 
home and praying for vocations for one 
week should contact the Rectory. 

The Altar Bread for this week is donated 
in memory of Joseph & Mary Salegna, re-
quested by Pat & Angela Salegna. 
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N.Y. State Senator Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr. 

invites you to the Annual 
 

Arnie Mig Memorial 
Big Band Concert 

 
 

Co-Sponsored by 

NYS Assemblywoman 

Stacey Pheffer Amato & 

Brady & Marshak, Attorneys at Law 
 

Music Staff Swing Orchestra 
 

Thursday, August 30th 
7:00-10:00PM 

 

in St. Helen’s Parking Lot 
 

In case of rain, it will be held in Fr. Dooley 
Hall.  Please bring your own chair! 

 

For more information contact Senator Addabbo’s 
Howard Beach office at 718-738-1111 

St. Helen will 
share in the prof-
its!  For each car, 
truck or van, run-
ning or not, The 
Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul will 
give back to our 
Church $50/$100 
per vehicle.  Call 
The Society today 
if you have a vehi-
cle to donate! 

Every once in a while it’s good to make a 
plug for those who do favors! There is a 
young woman in the parish I have often 
called upon to professionally photograph 
major events at the parish. Some of her pho-

tos have been used on the parish website and are also part 
of the parish archives. Her pursuit of photography has led 
her to having her own professional photography business. 
I (Fr. Colamaria) highly recommend her expertise. Her 
contact information:  Nicole Balbone, Nic Bal Photog-
raphy (718-916-2983).  Her website is: 

www.nicbalphotography.com, and her email is   
nicbalphotography@gmail.com. 

CYO Basketball sign-ups will be held in Fr. Dooley 
Hall on Friday, Sept. 7

th
 from 7-9PM; Saturday, 

Sept. 8
th

 from 10AM – 1PM; Sunday, Sept. 9
th

 
from 1-4PM, and Monday, Sept. 10

th
 from 7-9PM.  

For more information call Anthony at 917-494-9569 
or you may also email:  sthelencyobb@gmail.com. 

Please Note:  The Rectory office will be 
closed on Wednesday, August 15th in 
observance of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, and will reopen on 
Thursday at 9:00AM. 
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Policies Regarding Infant Baptism at St. Helen Parish 
 

Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to register 
as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism.  Registration is easily done at the 
parish office anytime during business hours. 

 Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to obtain a letter 
from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen. 
 Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children will normally take place on the second Wednesday of 
each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each month from 10:30AM–12:30PM. 

 

AUGUST—SEPTEMBER, 2018 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment. 

Mornings of Preparation 
Required Before a Baptism: 

(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and 
continue in the Msgr. McGinness Room) 

August 26 — September 9 & 23 

Schedule for Baptisms: 
(All begin at 2:00PM) 

 

August 26 
September 9 & 23 

New Family Religious Education Registration for 2018-2019 
Our program consists of Eight Religious Education grades:  Kindergarten through 7

th
 Grade 

 

We are now registering children for the 2018-2019 school year. You may pick up a registration form at the Religious 
Education Office located in the St. Helen’s Academy school building.  The registration fee is $75 for one child and 
$100 for two or more children in the same family for registrations received up to and including 7/20/2018.  The 
registration fee for forms received after 7/20/18 is $100 for one child and $125 for two or more children in the 
same family. If the child was baptized at a Church other than St. Helen, you will need a copy of your child's Baptis-
mal Certificate. If you do not have one available, you should contact the rectory of the Church where your child was 
baptized.  It takes a couple of weeks to process a Baptismal Certificate at most parishes. Place your request now so 
your registration for our program will not be delayed. If you have any concerns or questions please contact us at 718
-916-2319. Re-registration for those enrolled in the current year was sent home. 

Rosary for Peace…New Place, New Time 
The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secu-
lar Franciscan Fraternity, takes place in the Church at 
6:30PM every Wednesday.  The group prays for our 
Blessed Mother’s intercession to end violence (both do-
mestic and civil) and the persecution of Christians 
throughout the world. All parishioners are invited to join 
us. We welcome anyone willing to lead a decade of the 
Rosary in a language other than English.  

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd Satur-
day of every month in St. Helen’s Rectory after the 9AM 
Mass.  Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of 
life. 

St. Helen’s Support Group for the Physically Chal-
lenged meets the first and third Wednesday of every 
month at 1:30PM in the Rectory meeting room.  All are in-
vited.  For further information please call Joan at (718) 848
-9173. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER is locat-
ed at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd.   Seniors aged 60 and older are invited 
to become members. Activities and services are offered Monday-Friday from 9:00AM to 4:00PM.  For further 
information, contact Rosalie at 718-738-8100. 

 

Mondays            9:30-10:30AM:  Tai Chi with Elaine Fleischman  
   10:45-11:45AM:  Chair Aerobics with Charlie Roemer 
 

Tuesdays  9:30-10:30AM:  Movement Exercise with Millie 
   1:00PM:   Dancing to a DJ with Refreshments 
 

Wednesdays 10:00-11:00AM:  Zumba with Elaine 
   10:30-11:30AM:  Adult Coloring Classes 
   1:00-3:00PM:  Karaoke By Fernando 
 

Thursdays 9:30-10:30AM:  Movement Exercise with Millie 
   9:30-11:30AM:  Art Classes with a certified teacher 
   12:30-2:30PM:  Art Classes with a certified teacher 
 

Fridays  9:30-10:30AM:  Cardio Exercise with Dwayne 
   10:00-11:30AM:  Introduction to Sign Language 
   10:30-11:30AM:  Yoga with Charlie Roemer 
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Memorials Available 
 

       Many times people come to the Rectory inquiring about memorials they can give to a family who has lost a 
loved one.  The following are available: 
 

• Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Altar Candles or the Sanctuary Candle in memory of a loved one for one week 
($50.00 each). 

• Votive Candles for one year ($100.00). 

• A leaf permanently placed on the Tree of Life ($350.00). 

• A plaque permanently placed on the Anniversary Wall ($350.00). 
 

For further information, you may either call or visit the Rectory. 

 

You are invited to 
Pray the Family Rosary 

 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 
IN CHURCH 
7:00-7:30PM 

Pass on the Good News! 
What Good News? – The Good News of 

Jesus Christ and our Catholic Faith!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

This fall over 400 children, kindergarten 

through 7
th
 grade, will sign up to learn 

more about Jesus and our Catholic faith. 

You can help them learn and grow in faith 

by becoming a catechist for the St. 

Helen’s Faith Formation Program. With 

classes offered Monday evenings, as well 

as Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 

you are almost sure to find a time that fits 

your schedule.  As you nurture the faith of 

our young, you will learn and grow as well! 

As one long-time catechist put it, “I learn 

so much from the children!” We provide 

you with training, materials and support. 

  Classes begin September 24
th
.  If 

interested, or for more information, please 

contact Ms. Haiffa Vizoso, Director of Reli-

gious Education at the St. Helen’s Reli-

gious Education Office: 718-916-2319. 

                                  Reverence and Respect: 
                                 Summer Dress in Church 

 

Even with the warm weather of summer here, one should still dress appropriately for 
Mass.  Short shorts, tank tops, tube tops, belly blouses, beach shorts, flip-flops, etc. are con-
sidered “beach wear” and should not be worn in Church.  Please show respect and dignity 

when you enter the House of the Lord.  Our general appearance should reflect our inner attitude of deep 
reverence for the presence of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament as we enter into sacred space. 

 
 
 
 

 The Sisters of St. Dominic of Amityville, NY 
will host their Annual Dominican Gala on November 
2, 2018 at The Crest Hollow Country Club in Woodbury, 
NY. Cocktails begin at 6:00PM, followed by dinner and 
dancing. This year the Congregation is proud to honor Al 
Roker, NBC's Meteorologist, and Sister Ave Clark, au-
thor and founder of the Heart to Heart Ministry in Bay-
side, NY. 
 The Dominican Gala raises critical funds to sup-
port the ministries of the Sisters of St. Dominic. For 
more information about tickets or how you can support 
the event, please contact Mary Fuchs, Director of Advance-

ment at (631) 842-6000 ext. 241.  You may also email her 
at mfuchs@amityop.org. 

Are you new to St. Helen Parish? 
If so, please remember to stop in at the Rectory to 
register your family! 
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Monday, August 13, 2018 
Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c; Mt 17:22-27 
Jesus advises Peter to pay the temple 
tax even though they were not obliged 
to pay it as sometimes it is more im-
portant to maintain good relations than 
it is to be correct. Several years ago, 
there was a popular little book entitled 
Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff. It was 
filled with tidbits of advice on how to 

avoid daily stress by maintaining a healthy perspective on 
life’s bigger picture. The well-being of marriages, fami-
lies and faith communities could benefit from this per-
spective. Like Peter’s convoluted quest to acquire the tax 
coin, sometimes compromising individual desires for the 
common good may be inconvenient and require patience, 
but the end result is worth it.  May I discern when the 
need for peace is more important than my need to be 
right. 
 
Tuesday, August 14, 2018 
Ez 2:8—3:4; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
I can’t help but smile when I see a hungry baby being fed. 
Long before the spoon reaches their mouth, the baby’s 
mouth opens wide in excited anticipation trusting that, not 
only will it taste good, but that it will satisfy their hunger. 
My mind kept seeing this image when I reflected upon 
both Ezekiel’s vision of savoring the written scroll placed 
before him by God, and Jesus’ explanation that the great-
est in the kingdom of heaven must become humble like a 
child. Do I approach the word of God with the same open-
mouthed eagerness and trust of a child? Do I savor God’s 
message with that single-minded focus that will allow it 
to guide my directions and choices?  You invite us, Lord, 
to take and eat. May we taste and see the goodness you 
have to offer. 
 
Wednesday, August 15, 2018 
Rv 11:19, 12:1-6a, 10ab; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
I’ve never met anyone who considered themselves too 
rich. Most of us dream of what we could do if we were 
only a bit wealthier. No matter how much we have, it is 
part of human nature to occasionally desire either more or 
something different than what we already possess: bigger 
savings, a more perfect spouse, a better boss, a slimmer 
body. Is this why “God sends the rich away empty?” Not 
because God has failed to bless them, but because they 
have failed to recognize the blessings they have been giv-
en. Mary’s position was not an enviable one at this stage 
of her life and pregnancy, yet she was overwhelmed with 
joy at what God had done for her — a lowly servant! How 
incredibly rich I am when I stop to appreciate what is al-
ready before me!  My spirit rejoices in God my Savior…
the Almighty has done great things for me! 
 
 
 
Thursday, August 16, 2018 

Ez 12:1
-12; Mt 
18:21—

19:1 
Someone once compared the effects of sin to the effects 
put upon our bodies by extreme physical exertion. It takes 
a while to feel its full impact, but when it does, the result-
ing pain and anger stiffen our hearts and even the most 
mundane actions remind us of the offense in minute de-
tail. Anger and pride prevent us from being the person we 
want to be — restricting our ability to enjoy life in a way 
we once did. Only mercy and compassion can loosen the 
grip of the hardened heart, but with a committed effort the 
forgiveness needed to make us feel like ourselves again is 
possible. Forgiveness takes time, patience and practice, 
but without it we cannot renew our sense of joy and 
peace.  Divine Healer, forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
 
Friday, August 17, 2018 
Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 
Once again, the Pharisees test Jesus in hopes that he will 
cross that punishable line of rejecting the law of Moses. A 
controversy was playing out within the Jewish hierarchy 
of Jesus’ time, between the liberal and conservative theo-
logians concerning the grounds for divorce. Instead of 
falling for their trap and arguing about the technical as-
pects of divorce, Jesus speaks of the ideals of sacred mar-
riage — knowing full well that human nature will some-
times fall short. Taken together with the wonderful story 
of Ezekiel, marriage — like all sacred relationships — is 
to be built on faithfulness, respect and compassion for 
each other. In other words, it is to be modeled on God’s 
own steadfast love and mercy for us. Lord of life, may we 
treat those you have placed in our lives with the love and 
mercy you have shown to us. 
 
Saturday, August 18, 2018 
Ez 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Mt 19:13-15 
A friend once sent me a photo of a sign outside a Vancou-
ver church, “If you are more fortunate than others, build a 
longer table not a taller fence.” The disciples try to shoo 
the children away not because they dislike children, but 
probably because they felt Jesus was too important and 
too busy to be bothered by their pesky questions and be-
haviors. Jesus, however, acknowledges and blesses them. 
He corrects the disciples’ sense of worthiness by saying 
that God’s kingdom belongs to those without status, au-
thority or pretention — to those who do not expect privi-
lege but recognize it as gift. How often do I see people as 
unworthy of my time or attention, or whom I avoid be-
cause they annoy me or try my patience? Would Jesus 
admonish me for wanting to shoo them away?  Where 
there is impatience and intolerance, Lord, let me sow 
your love. 
 
 

                                        É 
 
 
 

NINETEENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME  

Homiletic starters and 
scriptural 

reflection points for 
each day of the month 


