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Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Debbie Abbene, Sally Capoziello, Shang 
Cheng, Marge D’Auria,  Mary Ann D’Angelo, 
Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia 
DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jean 
Fochetta, Dennis Giammalvo, John Joseph 

Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, Christine Healy, Maria 
Hernandez, Elizabeth Isolano, Keri & Baby Tristan, James 
Leung, Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Cindy 
Maione,  Barbara Miller, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Mi-
chael Palermo, Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Joseph 
Questore, Ronald J. Reid, Frances Russo, Bill Sangirardi, 
John Secreti, Patrick Smith,  Frank Spremulli, Remington 
Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Trem-
blay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters. 
 

Deceased: John DeRiso 

 

T h i s  We e k ' s  
M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  

Sunday, March 18, 2018 
  8:00AM George & Claire Cox 

  9:30AM Edward Sinisgalli (Loving Family) 
11:00AM DiSanto & LeFavi Families (Frank & Jean LeFavi) 
12:30PM Dino Aquilano (Claudia & Steven Pasciuta) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

Monday, March 19, 2018 St. Joseph 

9:00AM Alberto Polvorosa (Loving Family) 
 

Tuesday,  March 20, 2018  
9:00AM Lillian Monastero (Vita & Paul) 
7:30PM Vernon Smith (Linda DeSantis) 

Wednesday, March 21, 2018   

9:00AM Frank Bitetto (Barbara Bitetto) 
 

Thursday, March 22, 2018   
9:00AM Mary & William Lazzara (Pane Family) 
7:30PM Christine Piotrowski (Loving Family) 
 

Friday, March 23, 2018  St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
9:00AM Purgatorial Society Mass 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 Blessed Oscar Romero 
9:00AM Giuseppina Chiarelli (Lina) 
 John DeRiso (Florence Albrecht) 
 Ann Kupchick (Veronica & Joe Arbitello) 
 Piera Enea Varas (Laura & Noel McDermott) 
5:00PM Nicholas Colavito (Cynthia & Joe Ottomanelli) 
 Paulie Pappalardo (Janet & Kevin Blake) 
 Mariet Varban (Jim & Joan McCosker) 
 Shane Zuercher (Carmel Cutugno) 
 Michael Zwosta (Cynthia & Joe Ottomanelli) 
 

Sunday, March 25, 2018—Palm Sunday 
  8:00AM Zeny Caparas (Loving Family) 
  9:30AM Angela Pisano (Loving Family) 
11:00AM DeVore Family (Loving Daughter) 
  1:00PM Joshua Basin (Loving Mother, Zena) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

St. Helenôs Purgatorial Society Mass 
All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the names of 
loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial Socie-
ty Mass will be held on the last Friday of each month. The 
offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial Society is $120 per 
name (a total of 12 Masses for one year will be said for your 
loved one). Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife 
together, or a family name is also acceptable.  Having a Pur-
gatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the Scriptures 
and will be a relief for those who desire to have their loved 
ones remembered with prayers all year long at Godôs Altar.  
Please stop in at the Rectory if you are interested in having a 
loved one enrolled in the Purgatorial Society.  The next 
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Friday, March 23, 
2018. 

  

New Families:  All are welcome to St. Helen Parish, 
and are asked to please register at the Rectory dur-
ing office hours. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the Rectory to 
register for the baptism of your child.  Baptisms will be 
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month (no Bap-
tisms during Lent). 
 

Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to 
1:30PM.  Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM 
Mass. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date. 
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview. 
 

Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange 
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a 
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious 
illness. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who 
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and 
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Recto-
ry. 

Rosary for PeaceéNew Place, New Time 
The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular Franciscan 
Fraternity, takes place in the Church at 6:30PM every Wednesday.  The 
group prays for our Blessed Motherôs intercession to end violence (both 
domestic and civil) and the persecution of Christians throughout the world. 
All parishioners are invited to join us. We welcome anyone willing to lead 
a decade of the Rosary in a language other than English.  

W naszej parafii ks. Łukasz może również służyć 
pomocą w języku polskim.  

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd Saturday of 
every month in St. Helenôs Rectory after the 9AM Mass.  Come 
and learn more about the Franciscan way of life. 

Are you new to St. Helen Parish?  If so 
please stop in at the Rectory to register your 
family! 
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St. Helen Parish Purgatorial Society 
Mass Intentions For Friday, March 23, 2018 

All Souls in Purgatory (Kathleen Cocchiola) 

Amato & Sannino Family (Rachele Sannino) 

Miriam Americo  (St. Helen Support Group) 

Mario & Angelina Barrella (Loving Family) 

Adriano & Lorenza Bello (Bello Family) 

Gina Bender (Loving Aunt & Uncle) 

Frank W. Bitetto (Barbara Bitetto) 

Paul Anthony Bono (Bono Family) 

Gregory Bonura (Anne M. Vigliarolo) 

Gerald Braganza (Loving Wife) 

Mary & Jim Cabral (Cabral Family) 

Nancy & Emanuel Camelliri (Constance & Joseph Camelliri) 

Camelo & Basin Family (Zena Basin) 

Zeny Caparas (Loving Family) 

Antoinette & Silvio Casazza (Maria Russo) 

C. Joseph & Laura Chiarello (Lois Chiarello) 

Jerry Codispoti (Loving Family) 

Claire Louise Colamaria (Fr. Colamaria) 

William & Mary Corrigan (Loving Family) 

Vincent J. D'Amato (D'Amato Family) 

Concetta & Pasquale DeSantis (Linda DeSantis) 

William F. DiPietra (Helen & Frank DiPietra) 

Zygfryd Dubicki (Sophia Gadinis) 

John & Anna Falco (Loving Family) 

Louise & Vincent Festa (Annette & Martin Gould) 

William & Rose Fioto (Amelia Pepe) 

Frank Fogliano (Loving Family) 

Father Gaughan, C.M. (Deidre McVey) 

Gidaro-Izzo Family (Loving Family) 

Giunta-Bernardo Family (Jean Bernardo) 

Anna Gonzalez (Will Espada) 

Gwardjak & Kosinski Family (Daughter) 

Brendan Hawk (Frank & Monica Ottomanelli) 

Thomas Healy (St. Helenôs Lectors) 

Carole Hinchcliffe (Paul Hinchcliffe) 

Eddie Juba (Barbara Dorme) 

Michael & Mary Leccese  (Jo-Ann & Phyllis Leccese) 

Dominick & Angelina Librizzi (Rosalie Librizzi) 

Catherine & Joseph Lumetta (Pauline Mantineo) 

Macaluso Family (Loving Family) 

Justine Nigra Maguire (Constance Chwalek) 

Jennie Maniscalco (Daughter Rosalie & Family) 

Michael Mannarino (Loving Granddaughter) 

 Rocco & Phyllis Miranti (Loving Family) 

Lillian & Charles Monastero (Vita Monastero) 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mullalley (Jane Orban) 

Maggie OôDee (Loving Friend) 

Richard Orban (Jane Orban) 

Joan Mary Orban-Jones (Orban Family) 

Antonio Paa (Loving Family) 

Dominick Pepe (Amelia Pepe) 

Joseph Pepe (Amelia Pepe) 

Pepe-Bitetto Family (Barbara Bitetto) 

Christine Piotrowski (Loving Family) 

Joseph Quagliariello (Quagliariello Family) 

Questore Family (Joseph Questore) 

Kathleen Rammelkamp (Charles Rammelkamp) 

Anthony Rango (St. Helen Support Group) 

Joanne Rebecchi (Cynthia Ottomanelli) 

Maria & Luciano Sannino (Rachele Sannino) 

Benito & Leonila Santiago (Loving Family) 

Linda & James Scagnelli (Heedles Family) 

Kay & Walter Schretzman (John Schretzman) 

Helen Sentome (Serpico Family) 

Frank T. Serpico (Serpico Family) 

Sica Family (Irene DeStefano) 

Teodoro & Carmela Sordillo (Loving Son Enzo & Family) 

Margaret Ann Stillman (Heedles Family) 

Maryann E. Tomitz (Patricia) 

Turrigiano Family (Antoinette Turrigiano) 

Walter & Elizabeth Ujazdowski (Quagliariello Family) 

Ruben & Ana Vega (Gloria Martinez) 

Albert F. Valenzuela (Loving Family) 

Vendittelli Family (Loving Family) 

Carl Vigliarolo (Anne M. Vigliarolo) 

Frank J. Vigliarolo (Anne M. Vigliarolo) 

Phyllis Zanghi (Loving Friends) 

Mary Zurick (Sophia Gadinis) 
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Come Join Us For A Tour Of 
 

Tˈ˅ Cˁ˔ˈ˅˄˒ˁˌ ˏˆ 
S˔. Jˏˈˎ Tˈ˅ Dˉ˖ˉˎ˅ 

 

Wednesday, April 18, 2018 
Bus departs at 9:30AM 
Tour at 11:00AM 

 

Lunch at Carmineôs Broadway 
From 1:00-3:00PM 

Bus returns to St. Helen after Lunch 

 
$45.00 Rosarians ð $50.00 Non-Rosarians 

 

Call Agnes Cummings (917) 716-5898 
 
 

This trip is sponsored by St. Helenôs Rosary Ministry 

Altar Server Training 
will take place after the Easter 
Holiday (Springtime). Keep 
posted on dates for rehearsals in 
the bulletin and for letters that 
will be sent home to all children 
in the Academy and Religious 
Ed. All children of the parish are 
welcome to become Altar Servers. Requirements 
are simply a willingness to serve at the Altar, at-
tendance at the rehearsals/training, and the child 
is well behaved. Keep posted! 

Every once in a while itôs good to make a 
plug for those who do favors! There is a 
young woman in the parish I have often called 
upon to professionally photograph major 
events at the parish. Some of her photos have 

been used on the parish website and are also part of the par-
ish archives. Her pursuit of photography has led her to hav-
ing her own professional photography business. I (Fr. 
Colamaria) highly recommend her expertise. Her contact 
information:  Nicole Balbone, Nic Bal Photography (718-
916-2983).  Her website is:  www.nicbalphotography.com, 
and her email is  nicbalphotography@gmail.com. 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Fr. Lukasz will once again hold 
the Blessing of the Easter 
Food Breakfast Baskets on 
Holy Saturday, March 31st at 
11:00AM in the Church.  See 
next weekendôs Bulletin for a full 
explanation and how you can 
participate! 

Graduates of Dominican Commercial High School 
(161-06 89th Avenue, Jamaica, NY) are welcomed to 
join us in a D.C. Tribute on Sunday, April 22nd from 
11:00AM-2:00PM.  The building is being sold, and we 
are gathering to enjoy one last day of memories and to 
thank the Dominican Sisters.  Please call (516) 457-
6923 for more information or to RSVP if you plan on 
attending.  You may also email: cath-
leenquinn@optonline.net. 

St. Helen will 
share in the prof-
its!  For each car, 
truck or van, run-
ning or not, The 
Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul will 
give back to our 
Church $50/$100 
per vehicle.  Call 
The Society today 
if you have a vehi-
cle to donate! 

       GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE 
Anyone interested in keeping the statue in their home 
and praying for vocations for one week should contact 
the Rectory. 
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Please remember to bring your 
CRS Rice Bowls to Mass next 
weekend, March 24/25, Palm Sun-
day.  They will be collected in the 
lobby of the Church. 

Policies Regarding Infant Baptism 
at St. Helen Parish 

 

Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live 
within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to 
register as members of the parish before requesting 
an initial interview for Baptism.  Registration is 
easily done at the parish office anytime during 

business hours. 
  Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live 
outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to obtain 
a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the 
Baptism to take place at St. Helen. 
 Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for 
their children will normally take place on the second 
Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the 
fourth Saturday of each month from 10:30AM–
12:30PM. 
 

APRIL — JUNE, 2018 
 

Mornings of Preparation Required Before a Baptism: 
(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass 

and continue in the Msgr. McGinness Room) 
April 22 — May 27 — June 10 & 24 

 

Schedule for Baptisms: (All begin at 2:00PM) 
April 22 — May 27 — June 10 & 24 

 

Please call 718-738-1616 for more information 
and/or to schedule an appointment. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 
                                   HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER 
 

The Center is located at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay Blvd.   Seniors aged 
60 and older are invited to become members. Activities and services are offered Monday-Friday from 9:00AM 
to 4:00PM.  Every day delicious and nutritious full, hot lunches are catered by Russoôs on the Bay ($2 dona-
tion requested). 
 

Mondays 9:30-10:30AM:  Tai Chi with Elaine Fleischman  
Mondays 10:45-11:45AM:  Chair Aerobics with Charlie Roemer 
Tuesdays 9:30-10:30AM:  Movement Exercise with Millie 
Wednesdays 10:00-11:00AM:  Zumba with Elaine 
Thursdays 9:30-10:30AM:  Movement Exercise with Millie 
Fridays 9:30-10:30AM:  Cardio Exercise with Dwayne 
Fridays 10:30-11:30AM:  Yoga with Charlie Roemer 

 

On Friday, March 23rd, at 1:15PM, the Center will be conducting a ñWalking 101ò workshop given by NY Road Run-
ners.  Among other things, they will be talking about the benefits of exercise.  Plan on attending this beneficial workshop 
for seniors. 
 

On Tuesday, March 27th, at 10:30AM, the Center will be presenting Jokersize With Howie.  There will be exercise 
combined with jokes.  All seniors are invited for a good time. 
 

On Friday, April 13th, at 1:00PM, the Center will hold a Mah Jongg class for beginners.  Seating is limited, so you 
must register beforehand by calling Rosalie at the number below. 

 

For further information, contact Rosalie at 718-738-8100. 

St. Helen Catholic Academy 
200 to 1 Raffle 

 
 
 
 
 
 

$10,000 Grand Prize 
($100 per Ticket) 

 

Friday, April 20, 2018 
in Father Dooley Hall 

 

ñWine and Cheese Drawingò 
 

To purchase tickets or 
for additional information please call 

Maria Ford 718-344-1998 
or Diane Joseph 917-697-5351. 

 

Tickets will also be available for 
sale after all Masses this weekend! 

 
Tickets sold on a first-come first-serve basis. 

Only 200 tickets will be sold! 
Winner need not be present to win. 
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Monday, March 19, 2018 
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89; Rom 
4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a 
I wish this solemnity of St. Joseph add-
ed the title ñFather of Jesus,ò or at least 
ñFoster-Father of Jesus.ò As a foster-
father myself here in Honduras, I often 
wonder what to call myself: pap§ or 
pap§ suplente? You see, Anselmo had 

a father, who died in a terrible accident when Anselmo 
was only 5 years old. So, I want to honor his father and 
not steal the title for myself. Of course, Jesus never calls 
Joseph ñFatherò (he never calls Mary ñMother,ò either, 
for that matter!), so maybe Iôm just being sentimental. 
But anyone who loves a child knows your heart is forever 
branded, no matter how this creature came into your life. 
At least today, letôs all call Joseph ñour fatherò!  Your 
promises, O Lord, I will sing forever; through all genera-
tions I will proclaim your faithfulness! 
 
Tuesday, March 20, 2018 
Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102; Jn 8:21-30 
Itôs bizarre! Jesus self-identifies as the saraph serpent 
Moses lifted up in the desert to heal the rebellious Israel-
ites. Thereôs really no precedent for it in all those ñand 
thus the Scriptures were fulfilledò memes. But five weeks 
into Lent, maybe we are ready to see what Jesus said we 
would see, not a snake, but the face of God! The lifting is 
the key, it seems. Lent helps us appreciate the contradic-
tions of Jesusô death on a cross. The shaming and the sav-
ing, the ugly and the glory, the serpent and the redeemer. 
So, let me keep praying, fasting, and giving, carrying 
along anyone I can who needs a lift!  O Lord, hear my 
prayer and let my cry come to you! 
 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3; Jn 8:31-42 
Jesusô richly quilted quarrels and discourses in Johnôs 
Gospel make memorable patterns. And somehow the 
Jews in today's scripture never win; Jesus bests them eve-
ry time, until they resort to brute force, of course, exactly 
as he predicted. Thus, we have today the story of Shad-
rach, Meshach and Abednego singing un-burned in the 
fiery furnace, as they literally bring King Nebuchadnez-
zar to his knees. ñI see four men walking in the fire, and 
the fourth looks like a Son of God.ò Years later, some 
would call him Jesus! Inspired by the transformation in 
the fiery furnace, letôs burn this Lent down!  Blessed is 
your holy and glorious Name, praiseworthy and exalted 
above all for all ages! 
 
 
 
Thursday, March 22, 2018 
Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105; Jn 8:51-59 

In 
Johnôs 

Gospel, Jesus usually takes the long view, as opposed to 
the shortsightedness of his opponents. Thus, he goes back 
to the prophets, he goes back to Moses, he goes back to 
Abraham, he goes back to the Creation ð for all of which 
he claims he was an eyewitness! That long view is what 
we need for Lent. To paraphrase Martin Luther King Jr., 
the arc of history is long, but it bends toward our salva-
tion. The pot of gold ð Holy Week ð is just within 
reach. So, itôs to be expected that Jesus would bend gram-
mar, too, to his purposes: ñAmen, amen, I say to you, be-
fore Abraham came to be, I AM.ò Thatôs the way Lent 
rolls!  Remember your covenant, O Lord, which you made 
binding for a thousand generations! 
 
Friday, March 23, 2018 
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18; Jn 10:31-42 
Okay, so maybe things arenôt so rosy, after all. With Holy 
Week just days away, Lent has bogged down. Jesus, fi-
nally exhausted by the constant threats and quarrels, finds 
refuge at the Jordan River, where John first baptized him. 
Why is the resistance to Jesus ð "the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life" ð so stubborn? Jesus says itôs hereditary; 
they get it from their father ð Satan! But, really, do I 
have to ask why someone would dismiss Jesus? Iôve done 
it myself my whole life! Lent or no Lent, itôs just hard 
sometimes to take Jesus seriously, especially in the con-
voluted conversations in Johnôs Gospel. So, believe the 
works? Let me seeé. In my distress I called upon you, O 
Lord, and cried out to you, my God! 
 
Saturday, March 24, 2018 
Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31; Jn 11:45-56 
It happened once and for all, including Caiaphasô acci-
dental prophecy, never to be repeated. And yet we cannot 
deny our memory. ñNow the Passover of the Jews was 
near, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem.ò 
Thatôs what starts tomorrow, Palm Sunday, Holy Week, 
the Triduum, the paschal mystery, all of it. We will replay 
every detail, and more than once. One last glimpse of Je-
sus, before he takes the stage, is heartbreaking: ñWhat do 
you think? That he will not come to the feast?ò So, Jesus 
waits.  You will turn our mourning into joy, O God, and 
you will console and gladden us after our sorrow! 
 
 
 

É 

FIFTH WEEK OF LENT 

Homiletic starters and 
scriptural 

reflection points for 
each day of the month 


