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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Sally Capoziello, Shang Cheng, Marge D’Auria,  
Mary Ann D’Angelo, Domenica DeVito, Virginia 
DiGangi, Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jean 
Fochetta, John Joseph Gleeson, John Pierce 
Gleeson, Christine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Eliza-
beth Isolano, Christine Iwanicki, Keri & Baby Tris-

tan, James Leung, Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, 
Cindy Maione,  Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, 
Sebastian Panasci, Santo Pantina, Joseph Questore, Mary 
Romano, Bill Sangirardi, John Secreti, Patrick Smith,  Reming-
ton Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Trem-
blay, Paul John Tremblay, Sr. Mariet Varban, Sr. Joanne Wal-
ters. 
 

Deceased: Larry Deodato, Angelo Marino 

 

T h i s  We e k ' s  
M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  

Sunday, December 31, 2017—New 
Year’s Eve 
  8:00AM Angelina Villano (Rachele Sannino) 
  9:30AM Anna Santacroce (Jennie Taranto) 
11:00AM Angelina Villano (Andrew & Linda Mastrangelo) 
12:30PM Angelina Villano (Joe & Lorraine Trotta) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

Monday, January 1, 2018—New Year’s Day 

  9:30AM Antonietta Terrana (Joseph & Fara Evola) 
11:00AM Estelita Tiongson (Dr. Aida Jocson & Family) 
  5:00PM William F. DiPietra (Angelica DiMaria) 
 

Tuesday,  January 2, 2018 Sts. Basil & Gregory Nazianzen 
9:00AM Pam Masella (Lisa Schaefer & Family) 

Wednesday, January 3, 2018 Most Holy Name of Jesus 
9:00AM Franco Pellicoro (Guerriero Family) 
 

Thursday, January 4, 2018 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

9:00AM Luigi & Carmela Scotto (Josephine & William Bray) 
 

Friday, January 5, 2018 St. John Neumann 
9:00AM Mary Lukasik (Loving Niece) 

Saturday, January 6, 2018 St. Andre Bessette 
9:00AM Joe Campisi (Margaret Butler) 
 Mary Casalino (Heedles Family) 
 Vincenzo DiGrigoli (Cynthia & Joe Ottomanelli) 
 Gerald Griffin (CoCarlow Associates) 
 Michael Vetere (Mariana & Tom Syron) 
5:00PM Elizabeth Abbe (Liz & Richie DeFrank) 
 William F. DiPietra (Anne Szewczyk) 
 Mary Fodera (Vita & Paul) 
 Dante Gentile (M/M Joseph Gaccione) 
 John Panagakus (Mazzola Family) 
 

Sunday, January 7, 2018—The Epiphany of the 
Lord 
  8:00AM George & Ann Papandrea 

  9:30AM For The Parishioners 
11:00AM Frances Gaudino (St. Helen Adult Choir) 
12:30PM Lucy DeCrescenzo (Loving Son, Louis) 
  5:00PM Christine Piotrowski (Loving Family) 

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass 
All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the names 
of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial 
Society Mass will be held on the last Friday of each 
month. The offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial So-
ciety is $120 per name (a total of 12 Masses for one year 
will be said for your loved one). Aside from listing one 
name, a husband and wife together, or a family name is 
also acceptable.  Having a Purgatorial Society is wonder-
ful way of living out the Scriptures and will be a relief for 
those who desire to have their loved ones remembered 
with prayers all year long at Godôs Altar.  Please stop in at 
the Rectory if you are interested in having a loved one 
enrolled in the Purgatorial Society.  The next Purgatorial 
Society Mass will be held Friday, January 26, 2018. 

  

New Families:  All are welcome to St. Helen Parish, 
and are asked to please register at the Rectory dur-
ing office hours. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the Rectory to 
register for the baptism of your child.  Baptisms will be 
held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month (no Bap-
tisms during Lent). 
 

Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM to 
1:30PM.  Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 9:00AM 
Mass. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should contact the 
Rectory at least one year in advance of the desired date. 
Please call for an appointment for the initial interview. 
 

Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to arrange 
for one of the priests to bring Holy Communion to a 
sick person who is confined to home due to a serious 
illness. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who 
expects to be hospitalized (or in an emergency) and 
wishes the Anointing of the Sick, should call the Recto-
ry. 

Rosary for Peace…New Place, New Time 
The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular Francis-
can Fraternity, takes place in the Church at 6:30PM every Wednes-
day.  The group prays for our Blessed Motherôs intercession to end 
violence (both domestic and civil) and the persecution of Christians 
throughout the world. All parishioners are invited to join us. We wel-
come anyone willing to lead a decade of the Rosary in a language 
other than English.  

The Altar Bread for this week is donat-
ed in memory of James A. Tuzzolo, request-
ed by Liz & Richie DeFrank. 

W naszej parafii ks. Łukasz może również służyć 
pomocą w języku polskim.  

Please Note:  The Rectory office will be closed on 
Monday, January 1, 2018, and will reopen on 
Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at 9:00AM. 
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St. Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church  
 

St. Therese is the patroness of florists, foreign missions, missionaries, 
Pilots, those suffering from tuberculosis, AIDS, illness and loss of parents.  

 

By Father Lukasz Kubiak 
 

 Born at Alenňon in Normandy, France, in 1873, Marie Frances Therese Martin entered the 
Carmel of Lisieux in 1889, at the age of fifteen years.  On September 30, 1897, she winged her 
flight to heaven. She was canonized in 1925 by Pope Pius XI, and made the third woman Doctor 
of the Church in 1997 by Pope John Paul II. The story of those nine years is faithfully told in the 
Autobiography, which Therese wrote under obedience. Every line is marked by the artless sim-
plicity of a literary genius, so that even when translated from its musical euphonious French into 
mechanical, clanking English, it still reads with the rhythm of a prose poem. Therese took for 
her motto the well-known words of the great Carmelite mystic St. John of the Cross: "Love is 
repaid by love alone." With these thoughts ever present in her mind, her heart found courage to 
endure hours and days of bitterness that few Saints have been privileged to undergo. She under-
stood deeply the meaning of those mysterious words of St. Paul: "Far be it from me to glory 
save in the Cross of my Lord Jesus Christ, by which I am crucified to the world and the world is 
crucified to me. I fill up those things that are wanting in the sufferings of Christ for His mem-
bers" (Gal 6:14).  
 
 Love of God as a Father, expressed in childlike simplicity and trust, and a deep understand-
ing of the mystery of the Cross were the basic principles of the Saint's ñlittle way.ò There is just 
one other doctrine that needs to be mentioned to complete the picture of her soul's surrenderð
her vivid realization of the spiritual Motherhood of Mary, the Mother of God, heaven's Queen, 
and our own loving Mother. She had learned the meaning of the strong phrase of St. Augustine, 
written fifteen hundred years ago, that we were all begotten with Jesus in the womb of Mary as 
our Mother. The Little Flower is a faithful inheritor of all the loving tradition of the greatest 
Saints and Doctors of the Church in honoring Mary Immaculate. It is doubtful if that harpist of 
Mary, St. Bernard, could compose anything more beautiful, tender, and theological than the very 
last poem St. Theresa wrote, entitled, Why I Love You, Mary, and written almost when the ago-
ny of death was upon her. In it she sings:  
 
 "O you who came to smile on me / At the dawn of life's beginning, / Come once again to 
smile on me ... Mother! / The night is nigh. /I fear no more your majesty, / So far removed above 
me, / For I have suffered much with you; / Now hear me, Mother mild! / Oh, let me tell you, 
face to face, / Dear Mary, how I love you; / And say to you forevermore: /I am your little child."  

 
 
 

PRAYER 
God our Father, You destined Your Kingdom for Your children who are humble. Help us 
to imitate the way of St. Therese, so that, by her intercession, we may attain the eternal glo-
ry that You promised. Amen. 
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Policies Regarding Infant Baptism at St. Helen Parish 
 

 Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are 
asked to register as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism.  Registration 
is easily done at the parish office anytime during business hours. 
  Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are 
asked to obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. 
Helen. 

 

Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children will normally take place on the second 
Wednesday of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each month from 10:30AM–
12:30PM. 
 

JANUARY—APRIL, 2018 
 

Mornings of Preparation Required Before a Baptism: 
(All begin at the 11:00AM Mass and continue in the Msgr. McGinness Room) 

January 14 & 28 — February 11 & 25 — March 11 — April 22 
 

Schedule for Baptisms: (All begin at 2:00PM) 
January 14 & 28 — February 11 & 25 — March 11 — April 22 

 

Please call 718-738-1616 for more information and/or to schedule an appointment. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 
                            HOWARD BEACH SENIOR CENTER 
 

The Center is located at 155-55 Cross Bay Blvd., across from Stop N Shop on Cross Bay 
Blvd.   Seniors aged 60 and older are invited to become members. Activities and services 
are offered Monday-Friday from 9:00AM to 4:00PM.  Every day delicious and nutritious 
full, hot lunches are catered by Russoôs on the Bay ($2 donation requested). 
 

Mondays 9:30-10:30AM:  Tai Chi with Elaine Fleischman  
Mondays 10:45-11:45AM: Chair Aerobics with Charlie Roemer 
Tuesdays 9:30-10:30AM: Movement Exercise with Millie 
Wednesdays 10:00-11:00AM: Zumba with Elaine 
Thursdays 9:30-10:30AM: Movement Exercise with Millie 
Fridays 9:30-10:30AM:  Cardio Exercise with Dwayne 
Fridays 10:30-11:30AM:  Yoga with Charlie Roemer 

 
 The Center will be conducting a Basic Beginner Computer Class from January 8ðMarch 14 
from 1:00-2:15PM.  The class will be held on Mondays and Wednesdays for 10 weeks.  If you know 
nothing about computers, this is the class for you! 
 The Center will also be presenting a Beyond Basics Computer Class  from January 8ðMarch 
14 from 2:30-3:45PM on Mondays and Wednesdays.  There will be a variety of topics as well as so-
cial networking, online shopping. 
 

For further information, contact Rosalie at 718-738-8100. 

The Order of Franciscans Secular meet on the 3rd Satur-
day of every month in St. Helenôs Rectory after the 9AM Mass.  
Come and learn more about the Franciscan way of life. 

Maggie’s Little Theater:  Middle Village announces auditions for the 
role of Don Quixote in Man of La Mancha. This audition is for this role 
specifically.  The rest of the cast will be auditioned at a later date.  Audi-
tions will be held on Sunday, January 7th from 2:00-7:00PM in St. Mar-
garet Parish Hall, 66-05 79th Place.  Audition requirements listed on our 
web site or by calling 917-579-5389.  Performances are on weekends 
beginning June 30th for 3 weeks.  Rehearsals begin in April.  For more 
information you may visit www.maggieslittletheater.org, or you may 
email maggieslittletheater@gmail.com. 

My name is Joseph Magliulo, a pa-
rishioner and Life Scout in Troop 
139.  I am currently working on my 
Eagle Scout Project.  I will be collect-
ing new or gently used shoes to do-

nate to Soles4Souls.  Your shoes will give new 
hope in 127 countries around the world.  I will 
be collecting shoes the weekend of January 6 & 
7.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

Are you new to St. Helen Parish?  If so, please 
remember to stop in at the Rectory to register your 
family! 
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New Year’s Day 
Schedule 

 

Monday, January 1, 2018 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

the Holy Mother of God  
9:30AM, 11:00AM & 5:00PM 

 
The Rectory Office will be closed 

Monday, January 1, 2018 

May God be with you through the New Year 
and fill your life with 

Comfort, Love & Cheer. 
 

May this day and the days ahead hold many 

Blessings 
for you and yours. 

 

Happy New Year! 
Fr. Colamaria, Fr. Kubiak & Msgr. Pfeiffer 
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Monday, January 1, 2018 
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 
2:16-21 
Itôs a new year: 365 days are before 
us. Thereôs a new calendar to fill with 
birthdays, celebrations, errands and 
all the mundane details of our lives. 
Who knows what joys and sorrows, 
what lessons and challenges this year 
may bring! On this first day of 2018, 

we can learn from Maryôs example of reflection while 
remembering the blessings and challenges of this past 
year. As we name our hopes for this new year, we 
might ponder our growing edges, the things we want to 
change ð not about others, but about ourselves. May 
this year be a time when we put aside old grudges, try 
to understand a different point of view, listen to some-
one we disagree with, forgive someone, laugh more, 
sing a new song, and share Godôs love in word and 
deed.  O God, bless us this day and this year. 
 
Tuesday, January 2, 2018 
1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98; Jn 1:19-28 
The representatives from the Pharisees want to know 
who John is. They may have wondered what he was 
doing out in the desert. They ask if he is Elijah or an-
other prophet. John tells them, in no uncertain terms, 
that he is not the Messiah. Instead, John is the ñadvance 
manò who is called to prepare the way for ñthe one who 
is coming...ò John is content with not being the leading 
man; he knows his role is to help the Pharisees (and us) 
recognize the Messiah in our very midst. Where might 
we see Christ in this new year? How will the Messiah 
call us to follow him in this time and place?  Gracious 
God, grant us the grace and courage to become who we 
are called to be. 
 
Wednesday, January 3, 2018 
1 Jn 2:29--3:6; Ps 98; Jn 1:29-34 
Many people use a mantra, a word or short phrase re-
peated over and over, to remind themselves of some 
inner truth or belief. Perhaps we ought to remind our-
selves: ñWe are Godôs children now.ò No matter what 
we have done or not done, we are Godôs beautiful, be-
loved children, created in Godôs image. Perhaps even 
more remarkable, we are still being created to become 
the people God intends us to be. Beloved is both who 
we are and who we are called to become. As Henri 
Nouwen writes, ñBecoming the beloved is the great 
spiritual journey we have to make.ò Beloved is where 
we begin.  May we sing your song, Holy One, wherever 
we are, whatever we do. 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, January 4, 2018 
1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98; Jn 1:35-42 

Itôs 
nearly 
impossi-

ble to imagine the Christian church without music, be-
cause faith and music have been intertwined for centu-
ries, with Christians borrowing from their Jewish roots. 
If you check a biblical concordance for music, youôll 
find over sixty entries ð more than sixty references to 
sing, song, singers and singing. That doesnôt include all 
the references to instruments like trumpets, lyres, cym-
bals, flutes, tambourines and harps, nor any of the many 
times rejoicing and praise are mentioned. Even if weôre 
not musically inclined, music can give voice to our 
deepest doubts and fears; music can call us to deeper 
faith and discipleship. Words that are sung work their 
way into our subconscious and shape us in subtle ways. 
Thatôs why many of those suffering from various kinds 
of dementia often remember the words of the hymns 
they once knew as children.  God of Life and Love, may 
our questions keep us searching for your answers. 
 

Friday, January 5, 2018 
1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100; Jn 1:43-51 
Thomas usually gets the title, but maybe Nathanael 
should be the patron saint of doubters and questioners, 
those who are perpetually skeptical, those who always 
seem to think that something good is probably too good 
to be true. Much to Philipôs credit, he simply invites 
Nathanael to ñCome and see.ò Come and see this Jesus 
for yourself. And even though heôs skeptical, Nathanael 
goes. When Jesus seems to know who he is before 
theyôve been introduced, Nathanael makes a bold con-
fession: ñRabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the 
King of Israel.ò I hope that even after this occasion, 
Nathanael felt free to ask questions in order to under-
stand Jesus and his mission, because life is a mixture of 
faith and doubts.  Speak to us, O God; may we know 
ourselves to be beloved  
 
Saturday, January 6, 2018 
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 14; Mk 1:7-11 
I donôt remember my baptism. Like a lot of babies, I 
was baptized when I was about 6 months old. This has 
led me, as a pastor, to talk with children about baptism 
whenever we celebrate one in the congregation. I usual-
ly talk about the promises their parents and godparents 
made, but I also mention the words Jesus heard after his 
baptism: ñYou are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.ò Godôs words to Jesus are also Godôs words to 
us. What if our first thought every morning was, ñI am 
baptized. I am Godôs beloved child.ò What difference 
would that make in the way we live our lives? The way 
we treat ourselves? The way we treat others?  With joy, 
may we draw strength from the waters of Godôs endless 
love and salvation.             É 

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY& JOSEPH  

Homiletic starters and 
scriptural 

reflection points for 
each day of the month 


