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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Miriam Americo, Lisa B., Baby Alexandra 
Bachert, Caroline Bachert, Frances Baio, 
Dolores Barbieri, Al Barton, Catherine Ca-
pato, Sally Capoziello,  Shang Cheng, Antoi-
nette & Catherine Chiarelli, Marge D’Auria, 
Mary Ann D’Angelo, Baby Christopher Brian 
Demmerle, Domenica DeVito, Virginia Di-

Gangi, Mary Divers, Francesca Gaudino, Ian Genovese-
Williams, Joseph Gentile, Anthony Giampietro, John Joseph 
Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, Christine Healy, Aurea Her-
nandez, Maria Hernandez, Rosemary Hogan, Elizabeth 
Isolano, Jennie Iuggiano, Keri & Baby Tristan, Amelia Kalb, 
Pam Karwan, Baby T.J. Krieg, Kathleen Krieg, Klavdia 
Krieg, Anthony Lamantia, James Leung, Valerie Librizzo, 
Thomas & Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Cindy Maione, Mar-
yann Maione, Ralph Maresco, Mary Mastrangelo, Camillo 
Mazella, Rosemary Menechella, Jordan Miller, John Myers, 
Salvatore Noto, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Paler-
mo, Gina Palya, Santo Pantina, Ann Parsell, Anna Petito, 
Doris, Carlo, Philip & Frank Pecchillo, Vivian Puglissi, Jo-
seph Questore, Mary Romano, Marge Rosina, Jake Roth-
man, Louise Ruggiero, Anthony Russo, Bill Sangirardi, Fe-
lice Scimeca, Fred Sepulveda, Rosalia Sindone, Michael 
Tamburo, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, Paul John 
Tremblay, Ann Marie Vayda, Sr. Joanne Walters, Elizabeth 
Weimer. 
 

Deceased: Clelia Rosina-Branchinelli 
 Anne McDonald 

 
 

T h i s  We e k ' s  
M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  

Sunday, February 12, 2017 
  8:00AM George & Ann Papandrea 
  9:30AM Ernesto Jocson (Aida Jocson) 
11:00AM Nancy Camelliri (Joseph Barreca) 
12:30PM Millie Grignoli (Patty & Nick Giacalone) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

Monday, February 13, 2017  
9:00AM Julianne Caputo (Loving Family) 
 

Tuesday,  February 14, 2017 Sts. Cyril & Methodius 
9:00AM Frank T. Serpico (Mom & Dad) 

Wednesday, February 15, 2017  
9:00AM Nancy Camelliri (MaryAnn & Alan Camhi) 
 

Thursday, February 16, 2017  
9:00AM Vincent Lukra (Vita & Paul) 
 

Friday, February 17, 2017  
The Seven Hoy Founders of  the Servite Order 
9:00AM Nancy Camelliri (Maryann Kellen) 

Saturday, February 18, 2017  
9:00AM Judy Alfieri (Phyllis Zanghi) 
 Pasquale Alfieri (Phyllis Zanghi) 
 Tina Alfieri (Phyllis Zanghi) 
5:00PM Phyllis Ambrosecchia, Joseph DeVito, Joan 
 Egan, Eileen Feeney, Onofrio Macchia 
 

Sunday, February 19, 2017 
  8:00AM George & Claire Cox 
  9:30AM Johnny Feeley (Barbara DiPierro) 
11:00AM Vincent Macagnone (Vita & Paul) 
12:30PM Pasquale Ciullo (Wife, Antoinette) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE 
We would like to thank Maryann Kellen, who 
kept the statue this past week.  Anyone inter-
ested in keeping the statue in their home and 
praying for vocations for one week should 

contact the Rectory. 

The Order of Franciscans Secular 
meet on the 3rd Saturday of every month in 
St. Helenôs Rectory after the 9AM Mass.  
Come and learn more about the Franciscan 
way of life. 

St. Helenôs Purgatorial Society Mass 
All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the 
names of loved ones in the Purgatorial Society. The 
Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last Fri-
day of each month. The offering to be enrolled in 
the Purgatorial Society is $120 per name (a total of 12 
Masses for one year will be said for your loved one). 
Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife to-
gether, or a family name is also acceptable.  Having a 
Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of living out the 
Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to 
have their loved ones remembered with prayers all 
year long at Godôs Altar.  Please stop in at the Rectory 
if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in 
the Purgatorial Society.  The next Purgatorial Society 
Mass will be held Friday, February 24, 2017! 

While The Church Is Undergoing Renovationé 
 

 Visiting the Church under any circumstances is 
prohibited during the renovation due to safety concerns.  
Please check the parish Facebook for updates on the 
work. 
 

 In the unexpected event that a funeral should need 
to take place, the option of use of Fr. Dooley Hall or Our 
Lady of Grace will be presented to the family.  All Funer-
al Masses at Our Lady of Grace for St. Helenôs parish-
ioners will be celebrated by priests from St. Helen.  We 
apologize in advance for the inconvenience construction 
will present to all of our lives in the next few months. 

 

Tˈ˅ Aˌ˔ˁ˒ Cˁˎ˄ˌ˅˓ for this week 
are donated in memory of Phyllis & 
Rocco Miranti, requested by their 
loving family. 
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Update ON Church Renovation #6 
 

More dumpsters!  
  
This week was sort of a quiet week. It started with a nasty cold, but who has time for 

that? So I got rid of  the cold; actually, I believe it was my allergies reacting to the 

amount of dust I have been breathing.  Rest and Fr.  Lukasz's chicken soup was a 

great  help!  
 

 The wall of the vestibule closest to Padre Pio has been dismantled; one day of demoli-

tion, one day of removal. On  Wednesday, there was a meeting of the architect, the litur-

gical designer, and  me. The bathrooms have been gutted to the studs and plumbing:   

tape was placed on the floor representing the new configuration of the bath-

rooms according to  ADA code.  
 

 The meeting with the architects was more of an update to where we stand...which is 

moving along according to schedule. The floor has been completely stripped of debris 

and awaits the terrazzo company who will prepare the floors for the  terrazzo flooring.  
 

 The pipe that drained rain water through the church (which  I mentioned in a previous 

update) was rerouted so as to create more room in what was the shrine area. The cost of 

eliminating the pipe and not have the pipe run through the Church was prohibitive so 

rerouting it was all that could be done. A vent pipe, near the trap located in that vesti-

bule that was demolished, will also be rerouted.  
 

 HVAC discoveries continue. Please do not take this the wrong way, but over the years 

cutting corners seemed to be the modus operandi, to repair of the church  and I find this 

appalling. Fire dampers in the heating and cooling system were jerry rigged not to close. 

This is sad, because I am left to correct this. If there had ever been a fire in the church, 

the fire would have been fed fresh air through the duct system and would have spread 

through the same system. I am not obsessed with safety, but I do believe in common 

sense; and not having functioning  fire dampers or propping them in a way so as to pre-

vent them from working is just plain...stupid! Itõs like having fire detectors with no bat-

teries. The fire damper system will be brought up to code.  
 

 On Monday, I gave a quick tour of the church with some choir members. First impres-

sions from many of them was surprise, how the church seems larger. This, of course, is 

an illusion, there are no pews in the  church!   Many of them commented on how much 

more room has been created inside the Church (which is true); this is keeping  with the 

first priority of this project... maximizing the space within the church so as to provide 

more room for seating. The choir members  also complimented the natural glow of the 

new light bulbs that illuminate the church. With these new bulbs, the finish of the wood 

ceiling is highlighted and not washed away by the harshness of the previous light inten-

sity.  
 

 Again, it was a quiet week.  

 

 Fr. Colamaria  
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Policies Regarding Infant Baptism 
at St. Helen Parish 

 

Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live within the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to regis-
ter as members of the parish before requesting an initial interview for Baptism.  Registration is easily done at 
the parish office anytime during business hours. 

  Parents seeking Baptism for their children who live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to obtain a 
letter from the parish in which they live authorizing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen. 
 Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their children will normally take place on the second Wednes-
day of each month from 7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each month from 10:30AM–12:30PM. 

 
 

Please realize that the Church building of Saint Helen will undergo a renovation January 2017- April 
2017. The Church will be closed and Fr. Dooley Hall will be used as a worship space in the interim. 
Baptisms will still be offered in this time period in the Hall. Some may choose to wait for Baptism  until 
the construction is completed and this is fully understandable. If there are any questions please contact 
the Deacons who can give more details as to the renovation period.  Please call 718-738-1616 for more 
information and/or to schedule an appointment. 

The Howard Beach Catholic Charities Senior Center, located across from Stop & Shop on 
Crossbay Blvd., invites seniors aged 60 and older to become members. Activities and services 
are offered Monday-Friday from 9:00AM to 4:00PM. Daily delicious and nutritional hot lunches 
catered by Russo’s on the Bay ($2 donation requested). 
 
On February 14th & 21st (Tuesdays) at 10:30AM, the Center will be conducting a seminar on 
Estate Planning, given by Brady & Marshak, Attorneys at Law.  Please plan on joining us 
for this important seminar.  For more information please call the Center at (718) 738-8100. 

Help Fight Cold & Flu Season! 
Handwashing—like a ñdo-it-yourselfò 
vaccine—is one of the best ways to protect 
yourself and your family from getting 
sick! 

     It involves five simple and effective steps (wet, 
lather, scrub, rinse & dry) you can take to reduce the 
spread of illness so you can stay healthy.  Regular 
handwashing, particularly before and after certain ac-
tivities, is one of the best ways to remove germs, 
avoid getting sick, and prevent the spread of germs to 
others.  Itôs quick, itôs simple, and it can keep us all 
from getting sick.  Handwashing is a win for every-
one, except the germs. 
     If soap and water are unavailable, use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol 
to clean hands.  These hand sanitizers can quickly 
reduce the number of germs on hands in some situa-
tions, but do not eliminate all types of germs. 
     Good handwashing is your first line of defense 
against germs and infections.  Remember, Jesus and 
germs are everywhere, so say your prayers and wash 
your hands! 

Catholic Charities Brooklyn & 
Queens Office of Mission Wit-
ness of Mercy Program invites all 
those who minister to the sick or 
homebound to a special morning of 
reflection at the Immaculate Con-
ception Center (7200 Douglaston 
Pkwy., Douglaston) on Saturday, 

March 11th from 9AM-12PM. 
 Registration is required for your participa-
tion.  Seating is limited.  Parking is available.  A light 
breakfast will be served after Mass and will end with 
a lunch.  If you are interested in attending, please 
RSVP to Deacon Andrew Mastrangelo at 718-722-
6000, ext. 6458, or you may also email Deacon An-
drew at Andrew.Mastrangelo@ccbq.org.  
 This season of Lent should challenge each 
one of us to deepen our commitment to the Word of 
God, as well as offer us the opportunity to bring His 
Word to life as we reach out to those in need. 

The Howard Beach Columbus Day Foundation 
will host their 7th Annual St. Joseph Day Celebration 
Sunday, March 19th at 12:00PM at Russo’s on the 
Bay (on Crossbay Blvd.).  Cost of dinner is $75 per 
person and RSVP must be received by March 9th.  
All proceeds to benefit Futures in Education.  For 
more information please call 718-805-2100 or send 
an email to hbcolumbusday@gmail.com. 

Celebrate St. Patrickôs Day on March 24th at the 

Knights of Columbus (94-04 Linden Blvd.) from 7PM-

11PM.  Cost is $25 for adults and $10 for children un-

der 10 years of age.  Includes traditional dinner, beer, 

wine and soda.  There will raffles ($1.00 donation), 

and a 50/50.  Please call (718) 843-9188 to make your 

reservation by March 18th. 
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ST. HELEN SCHOOL ALUMNAE 
50th Anniversary of St. Helen School 

 

Help us make our 50th Anniversary one to remember!  St. Helen Catholic Academy is in the process of updating 
our contact information for all graduates of St. Helen School.  If you are a graduate or a family member, we are 
asking for your help by providing us with your name, email, address, and phone number.  Please fill out the form 
below and return it to the rectory or email your information to mariaford216@gmail.com.  Thank you.  

ST. HELEN SCHOOL ALUMNAE 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Maiden Name if Married: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Graduation Year: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

200-TO-1 RAFFLE! 
 

Once again, a special fundraiser for St. Helen Catholic Academy, the 200 to 1 Raffle is 
here.  Only 200 tickets, at $100 per raffle ticket, will be available for sale.  The Grand 
Prize of $10,000 will be awarded to the last ticket drawn at our ñWine & Cheese 
Drawing.ò  There will also be an additional $1,000 in prize money spread amongst 
other tickets as they are drawn.  This special fundraiser will be held on Friday, April 7, 
2017, beginning at 7:00PM in St. Helen Catholic Academyôs cafeteria. 
 

¶ For us to be successful, we need to sell all 200 tickets! 

¶ Although $100 may seem high, the cost can easily be shared with family, friends, or co-workers. 
¶ The key is to be in it for a chance at the Grand Prize of $10,000. 

¶ Winners need not be present at the drawing. 
¶ However, if lucky enough to have one of the last ten remaining raffle tickets, a special, ñLetôs Make a 

Deal,ò offer will be given.   
A deal may be made amongst these ticket holders to stop the drawing and split the $10,000 sum.  
Each raffle ticket number will receive $1,000.  If this deal is rejected, the same deal will offered one 
more time for the last remaining 5 raffle tickets.  The $10,000 sum may be divided amongst these 5 
ticket holders.  Each raffle ticket number will receive $2,000.  However, all ticket holders must be in 
agreement in order for deals to be valid.  In order for these two special offers to occur, all ticket hold-
ers must be present at the Wine & Cheese Drawing. 

¶ 200 to 1 Raffle Tickets will be sold from Saturday, Feb. 11th through Friday, March 31st. 
¶ On Saturday, Feb. 18th, 200 to 1 Raffle Tickets can be purchased at St. Helen Catholic Academy, 83

-09 157th Avenue, during the hours of 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. For additional information, please call 
718-835-4155. 

¶ After February 18th, please call Maria Elrose at 917-715-0908 or Diane Joseph at 917– 697-5351 to 
purchase 200 to 1 Raffle Tickets. 

 

Please be aware, if you request a special number raffle ticket, the ticket numbers will be given on a first 
come first serve basis. 
 

Additional Monetary Prizes Listed As Tickets Are Drawn: 
 

First Ticket: $250       50th Ticket: $150       100th Ticket: $200       150th Ticket: $150       190th Ticket: $250 
 Deal will be offered for the last remaining 10 Tickets: 191st – 200th :  All ticket holders must be present for  
 this deal to be offered. 

200th Ticket Drawn:  $10,000 (Grand Prize!) 
 

Thank You for Supporting St. Helen Catholic Academy! 
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Mon., Feb. 13: Gn 4:1-5,25; Mk 8:11
-13 
[Jesus] sighed from the depth of his 
spirit and said, ñWhy does this genera-
tion seek a sign?ò Much as our pre-
school daughter had loved simple 
board games, she disliked playing 
them with one particular friend. As an 
only child, the friend had not yet 

learned the art of losing games. She would insist on her 
right to throw the dice as often as it took to get a result 
she wanted. It reminds me of how the Pharisees dealt 
with Jesusô teachings. Deep down they knew the truth of 
Jesusô words, but they kept insisting on ñproofò so as to 
avoid changing their own deep-seated attitudes. I, too, 
can make elaborate excuses to avoid modifying behav-
iors I know are not reflective of my baptismal call to 
love. Be merciful, O Lord, and forgive when we avoid 
doing your will. 
 
Tues., Feb. 14: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5,10; Mk 8:14-21 
Watch out, guard against the leaven of the Pharisees. Just  
a bit of ñleavenò (yeast) grows by feeding on surrounding  
nutrients until the entire batch of dough is transformed. 
Knowing his disciples were still fragile in their faith, Je-
sus warns them that the greed and pessimism of the Phar-
isees could spread among them if they let it feed upon 
their fears and uncertainties. He reminds them to trust in 
what they have witnessed for themselves and in Jesusô 
ability to provide them with what they need to live out 
his message. In a world filled with ñantireligionò senti-
ments, I also need to close my ears to naysayers, remind 
myself of all that God has done in my life and hold fast 
to Godôs promise of salvation. Give us faith, O Lord. 
Help our unbelief. 
 
Wed., Feb. 15: Gn 8:6-13,20-22; Mk 8:22-26 
Jesus laid hands on the manôs eyes a second time and he 
saw clearly. My faith has undergone many changes over 
time, hopefully becoming more mature. Most growth in 
my faith was initiated by an experience or an encounter 
that caused some doubts or questions about my beliefs. 
Glimpses of new perspectives are initially ñfuzzy,ò and 
often evoke both anxiety and excitement. With time and 
prayerful discernment, new truths become clearer and 
more solid; this deepens and expands my understanding 
of Christôs message. I understand why Jesus tells the 
newly-cured blind man not to return to the village, for 
once a new understanding of faith is revealed, you can no 
longer live and believe as you once did. Enlighten our 
hearts and minds, O Lord, that we may understand your 
message more clearly. 
 
 
 

Thurs., Feb. 16: Gn 9:1-13; Mk 8:27-33 

ñWho do peo-
ple say that I 
am?ò ... Peter 

[replied], ñYou are the Christ.ò I sometimes envision Je-
sus in the same finger-pointing pose of the old WWII 
ñUncle Sam wants you!ò posters asking me, ñWho do 
you say that I am?ò Sure, I can recite memorized, cate-
chism-based answers, but the question begs a more vis-
ceral response. How does knowing that Jesus is the 
Christ change who I am, how I think or how I live? Does 
it affect how I view myself or others? Like Peter, know-
ing who Jesus is inspires my behavior one minute, while 
in the next, I seem to be simply stating factual infor-
mation. But Jesusô question begs a heartfelt and commit-
ted response each day — even hourly some days. Your 
love gives life and meaning  to our day, O Lord. 
 
Fri., Feb. 17: Gn 11:1-9; Mk 8:34-9:1 
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself. 
Todayôs readings caution against the destructive conse-
quences of human pride, that tendency to place oneôs 
own desires before our respect for God and each other. In  
his encyclical letter ñLaudato Siô, on Care for Our Com-
mon Home,ò Pope Francis also reminds us of the conse-
quences we face when we ignore our responsibility as 
stewards of Godôs creation. ñWhen human beings fail to 
find their true place in the world, they misunderstand 
themselves and end up acting against themselvesò 
(#115). ñThe misuse of creation begins when we no long-
er recognize any higher instance than ourselves, when we 
see nothing but ourselvesò (#6). As individuals, faith 
communities and even countries, we risk becoming mod-
ern ñcities of Babelò when we forget our interdependence 
upon our creator and each other. May we learn to see all 
of your creation with awe and respect, O God. 
 
Sat., Feb. 18: Heb 11:1-7; Mk 9:2-13 
Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence 
of things not seen. Science presumes that a theory is ac-
cepted only after it is proven, while faith assumes that 
once you believe, proof becomes evident. As did Peter, 
who wants to pitch three tents to stay in the wonderful 
ñmountain-topò moment, most of us prefer stable com-
forts and predictable futures. Choosing a life in Christ, 
however, rarely leads us in predictable directions. When 
Jesus calls us to follow him, we are asked to leap into the 
unknown, trusting that God will guide and accompany us 
wherever the path of faith may lead. We believe in Jesusô 
authority, his enabling grace and his promise of life and 
hope for those who dare to follow. May fear of the un-
known never prevent us from following your call to love, 

Lord.                                                É 

SIXTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

Homiletic starters 
and scriptural 

reflection points for 
each day of the month 


