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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Amado Araneta, William J. Barbiero, Joe Barrreca, Mary Battista, Barba-
ra Bitetto, Lynn Boutureira, Daniel Campion, Sally Capoziello, Ann Cas-
tellano, Shang Cheng, Zena Cipolla, Anthony Corozzo, Arsenio DaRita, 
Marge D’Auria,   Patrick Delaney, Domenica DeVito, Virginia DiGangi, 
Richard H. Dimler, Mary Divers, Jennie Federici, Jean Fochetta, Clemen-
tine Gagliardi, Dennis Giammalvo, Margaret Giampietro, John Joseph 
Gleeson, John Pierce Gleeson, Joan Grieco, Gertrude Gwardjak, Chris-

tine Healy, Maria Hernandez, Marilyn Krajcik, Keri & Baby Tristan, Elaine Lazzeri, 
Susan Leone, James Leung, Patricia Lipari, William J. Litt, Tom Mercatante, Barbara 
Miller, Angela Ottomanelli-Hubbs, Michael Palermo, Frank Palmenteri, Sebastian 
Panasci, Santo Pantina, Vivian Doris Pecchillo, Phillip Pecchillo, Nino Pedone, Amelia 
Pepe, Joseph Questore, Frances Russo, John Secreti, Patrick Smith,  Remington 
Stafford, Michael Tamburo, Rubie Lynn Torres, Chrissie Tremblay, Paul Tremblay, 
Paul John Tremblay, Sr., Sr. Joanne Walters. 
 
Rest in Peace: John F. Catalano, Elizabeth Isolano 
  William Sangirardi   

Sunday, February 16, 2020 
  8:00AM George & Ann Papandrea 
  9:30AM Susan Vitale (Alfred & Patricia Tretola) 
11:00AM Francis Vincent Rand (Loving Mother) 
12:30PM Margaret Bergin (Kelly Family) 
 John Chiarello (Diane & Irwin Joseph) 
 Marcella Gallagher (Julie Dimler) 
 Thomas Marcotrigiano (Elrose Family) 
 Josephine Martire (Anna Vezza) 
 Frances Prizzi (Maria & Paul Brigandi) 
 Filippo Taravella (Taravella Family) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

Monday, February 17, 2020 Presidents’ Day 
9:00AM Ralph Napolitano (Bongiorno Family) 
 

Tuesday,  February 18, 2020  
9:00AM Antonina Rizzitello (Angelina Storti) 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020  

9:00AM Filomena & Gustoro Scacco (M/M Giorgio) 
 

Thursday, February 20, 2020  
9:00AM Aniello Guerriero (Brother John & Family) 
 

Friday, February 21, 2020 St. Peter Damian 
9:00AM Angelina Weltick (Loving Family) 

St. Helen’s Purgatorial Society Mass 
All parishioners have the opportunity to enroll the names of loved ones in the 
Purgatorial Society. The Purgatorial Society Mass will be held on the last 
Friday of each month. The offering to be enrolled in the Purgatorial Society 
is $120 per name (a total of 12 Masses for one year will be said for your loved 
one). Aside from listing one name, a husband and wife together, or a family 
name is also acceptable.  Having a Purgatorial Society is wonderful way of 
living out the Scriptures and will be a relief for those who desire to have their 
loved ones remembered with prayers all year long at God’s Altar.  Please stop 
in at the Rectory if you are interested in having a loved one enrolled in the 
Purgatorial Society.  The next Purgatorial Society Mass will be held Fri-
day, February 28, 2020. 

  

New Families:  All are welcome to St. Helen 
Parish, and are asked to please register 
through our website or at the Rectory during 
office hours. 
 
 

Sacrament of Baptism:  Please call the Rectory 
to register for the baptism of your child.  Bap-
tisms will be held on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
the month. 
 

Sacrament of Confession: Saturdays 12:30PM 
to 1:30PM.  Weekdays: 15 minutes prior to the 
9:00AM Mass. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples should con-
tact the Rectory at least one year in advance of 
the desired date. Please call for an appointment 
for the initial interview. 
 

Communion Calls: Please call the Rectory to 
arrange for one of the priests to bring Holy 
Communion to a sick person who is confined to 
home due to a serious illness. 
 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: Anyone 
who expects to be hospitalized (or in an emer-
gency) and wishes the Anointing of the Sick, 
should call the Rectory. 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 Chair of St. Peter 

9:00AM Christine Piotrowski (Loving Family) 
5:00PM Al Antino (Loving Family) 
 Lito Gajilan (Fred & Lulu Castillo) 
 Marcella Gallagher (Phyllis Digristina) 
 Damiano Gambino (Krasnic Family) 
 Carmela Hamill (Mann Family) 
 Cathy J. Maloney (Michelle Kaiser) 
 Richard Nicolois (Cesario Family) 
 Linda Lou Radice (Perrone-Delano Family) 
 Lenore Santagata (Linda Miranti) 
 Alice Sturges (Tom & Mary Ann Turner) 
 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 
  8:00AM Maria Sannino (Rachele Sannino) 
  9:30AM Maddalena Geremia (Mastrosimone Family) 
11:00AM Carmela Zinerco (Taranto Family) 
12:30PM Thomas Bartolotto (Loving Family) 
 Ernesto Broomes (Lauren Johnson) 
 Josephine Colella (Maria & Felice Pugliese) 
 Anthony Fusco (Scanlon Family) 
 Maria Gangi Dino (Maria & Felice Pugliese) 
 Christopher Gullo (Loving Family) 
 Enza Spiniello (Guerriero Family) 
  5:00PM For The Parishioners 

This Week ’s Mass Intentions  

The Altar Bread for this week is donated in 
memory of Thomas Marcotrigiano, requested 
by Deacon Rick & Maria Elrose. 

Please Note: The Rectory office will be closed on Mon-
day, February 17th in observance of Presidents’ Day, and 
will reopen on Tuesday at 9:00AM. 
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March Madness-Medieval Madness 

 
"The Burying of the Alleluia" 

 
     Being a sports fan, there are little things we do to support and recognize our team. Wearing a 
jersey, bumper stickers on the car, flags flying from the home, cars, or in our rooms, wearing our 
hats backwards to rally, are but a few of the many idiosyncrasies a sports fan engages in to show 
support and to give recognition to their team. To a non sports fan, much of this hoopla may seem 
silly or even strange. 
      Believe it or not, even in the Church, there are similar idiosyncratic practices, many of which 
have fallen through the cracks of time and fallen into disuse. One of those practices has recently 
gained popularity: the Burying of The Alleluia. Yes, you heard me right, "The Burial or Deposing 
of the Alleluia!"   
     First, a little background. The word Alleluia is probably one of the most recognizable words in 
Catholic Liturgy. Alleluia is included in many songs.  It is always sung before the Gospel, and is 
chanted or spoken in every monastery and seminary by priests when they pray the Morning, Even-
ing, and Night Prayers of the Church. The word Alleluia is ubiquitous, except during Lent. During 
the Lenten Season the use of the word Alleluia is completely suppressed. It is not spoken, sung or 
used in any song sung during the Season of Lent. Why? Because the word Alleluia is a word of 
high praise to God, and the solemn nature of the season of Lent subdues any and all liturgical 
"celebration". The somber color of purple, hymns of sacrifice, the lack of flowers and the omission 
of the word Alleluia are all liturgical ways of entering into a 40 day season of penance 
and recollection of our Lord's Passion and Death.   
      Now this is where things get interesting. Sometime during the Medieval Era, someone came up 
with the bright idea of burying the Alleluia. Literally burying it. A banner or plaque with the word 
Alleluia would be carried in a solemn ceremony and buried in the ground somewhere in the church-
yard, where it remained until Easter. Many traditions grew where the Alleluia was literally buried 
(sometimes in a coffin) or burned! Bishop William Duranti in the 13th century wrote: "We part 
from the Alleluia as from a beloved friend". Another account of the 15th century, practically 
turned the burial of the Alleluia into a funeral procession: Cross and candles incense and Holy wa-
ter, and it was prescribed that the choir moan and mourn while carrying the coffin containing the 
Alleluia! 
      Now this may seem extreme, but I would venture to say, parishes or monasteries with strong 
choirs desired to mark the moment that the Alleluia would cease in liturgical worship. We do simi-
lar things in sports; announcers scream GOAL in soccer, every Yankee game ends with 
Frank Sinatra, and every stadium has its own peculiar chant or style of fan participation (just think 
of "the wave"). Face it, as humans, we like rituals, and what better way to symbolically recognize 
the fact that the Alleluia will be gone, then to bury it! 
      Next Sunday (the last Sunday before Lent) at the 9:30 Mass and 11:00 Mass (choir masses) St. 
Helen Parish will resurrect the ceremony of the burial of the Alleluia. Mr. Steve Guisto suggested 
it, and I thought it a great catechetical idea, as our Choirs have grown and music has become so in-
tegral to worship here at the parish. Peter Pelzcar created a beautiful plaque with the word Alleluia 
which will be ceremoniously carried and be buried in the ground. The ceremony will not be as 
"medieval" as was done by our forefathers of yesteryear, but what a perfect way to give recognition 
to the fact we are now entering into the Solemn Season of Lent; to have "its fans" say farewell! The 
Alleluia plaque will return and be prominently displayed in the choir area at Easter when Alleluia 
will once again be our song.  

Fr. Colamaria 
 
P.S. A quick Google image search of the "burial of the Alleluia" will reveal countless other parish-
es and monasteries, throughout the world,  now resurrecting  this medieval practice! 
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WITNESSES OF MERCY 
The Witness of Mercy program is a group of trained 
volunteers who will have close personal contact with 
parishioners who are unable to leave their homes due 
to illness or age.  This will be done by visits or by tele-
phone.  We will be the link between the parish and the 
parishioners so that all needed information can be 
shared by both.  This will let the affected parishioners 
know they have not been left on their own and will have 
someone on which to rely.  If you know of any person 
(or yourself) who is sick or homebound and would like 
to have a Witnesses of Mercy volunteer from our parish 
visit with them, please contact Patricia Rizzo McCabe at 
(917) 312-7072, or you may email her at: 
 

goodrecords1@verizon.net. 
 

Wish to volunteer?  Contact us! 

St. Helen’s Support Group for the Physically 
Challenged meets the first and third Wednesday 
of every month at 1:30PM in the Rectory meeting 
room.  All are invited.  For further information 
please call Joan at (718) 848-9173. 

Parents seeking Baptism for their chil-

dren who live within the territory of St. 

Helen Parish are asked to register as mem-

bers of the parish before requesting an 

initial  interview  for  Baptism.  registra-

tion  is easily  done at  the  parish office 

anytime during business hours. 

 Parents seeking Baptism for their children who 

live outside the territory of St. Helen Parish are asked to 

obtain a letter from the parish in which they live authoriz-

ing the Baptism to take place at St. Helen. 

Initial meetings with parents seeking Baptism for their 

children who have already been born will normally take 

place on the second Wednesday of each month from 

7:00–9:00PM and on the fourth Saturday of each 

month from 10:00AM–12:00PM.  Please call 718-738-

1616 for more information or to schedule an appoint-

Upcoming Mornings of Preparation 
(Required Before a Baptism)  

(All begin at the 11AM Mass and 
continue in the Msgr. McGinness Room): 

February 23 — March 8 & 22 

Upcoming Schedule for Baptisms 
(All begin at 2:00PM): 

February 23—March 8 & 22 

A statue of St. Francis of Assisi is more than a bird 
feeder, and neither is he only a Saint for animals.  He 
is a Saint of ecology, peace and all good.  If you have 
a desire to learn more about Franciscan charism, you 

are most welcome to join us on the third Saturday of the 
month after the 9:00AM Mass in the Rectory Meeting 
Room for our gathering.  We look forward to seeing you 
there.  Light refreshments will be offered.  God bless you! 

 

Lenten Discussion Series 
Rediscover the Saints 

 

At Christmas time Saint Helen Parish distributed 2000 copies of Matthew Kelly's book: 
 

Rediscover the Saints: 
Twenty-Five Questions That Will Change Your Life. 

 

 Many parishioners have said that the book is a worthy text with interesting topics for discus-
sion. Did you enjoy the book? Do you feel the urge to talk to someone about it? Many do!  
 During Lent there will be an opportunity to gather in a small group, using a study guide that 
was created for this book. There will be 6 sessions discussing the 25 chapters of the book (5 
chapters per session).  Sessions will be held: 
 

Wednesday mornings after the 9:00AM Mass 
Beginning Ash Wednesday February 26th -- 5 consecutive Wednesdays 

 (Conducted by Agnes Cummings) 
 

and 
 

Thursday evenings at 7:30 PM. 
Beginning Thursday February 27th -- 5 consecutive Thursdays 

(Conducted by Deacon Rick Elrose) 
 

Each session will take approximately 60-90 minutes, 
and all sessions will take place in the Rectory Meeting Room. 
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This Lent, draw closer to the One who nourishes us with His Body and Blood 
 

Join us for a video study presented by Notre Dame scripture scholar 
Brant Pitre.  Discover why the Eucharist is the source and summit of 
our faith. Learn how Jesus’ sacrifice is  prefigured in the Old Testament 
and in Jewish history. Understand and defend the doctrine of the Real 
Presence with trust and confidence. 
 

Where:   Our Lady of Grace Community Center 
 

When:   Thursdays 7-9PM. We begin with a Holy Hour and Orientation on Thursday, 
    February 27th.  First class is Thursday, March 5th. 
 

Cost:   $15 for the study guide. 
 

To register: Drop off payment in an envelope to the rectory, attention of Joe Canzoneri. 
    Include your name, phone number and email address when registering. 

 

Questions?  Contact Deacon Alex Breviario (alexbnyc@aol.com), or 
    Joe Canzoneri (Joe.Canzoneri68@gmail.com) 

St. Helen Catholic Academy News 
 

St. Helen Catholic Academy needs your help. We are looking for 
someone to assist with searching and applying for grants for our 
school. As you know, the cost of education is rising each year and 
grants are a way of us helping maintain costs. We are in need of a 
volunteer to join our board to assist in researching and writing 
grant applications.  The grant writer will actively search for, and 
apply for grants that will allow us to continue our goal to provide a 
quality Catholic education at a reasonable cost. This person should 
have a passion for education and willingness to help.  If interested, 
please contact the Academy at (718) 835-4155. 

GOOD SHEPHERD STATUE 
  

We would like to thank Edith Diniro, 
who kept the statue this past week.  Any-
one interested in keeping the statue in 
their home and praying for vocations for 
one week should contact the Rectory. 

Rosary for Peace…New Place, New Time 
The Rosary for Peace, sponsored by the Saint Helen Secular Francis-
can Fraternity, takes place in the Church at 6:30PM every Wednesday.  
The group prays for our Blessed Mother’s intercession to end violence 
(both domestic and civil) and the persecution of Christians throughout 
the world. All parishioners are invited to join us. We welcome anyone 
willing to lead a decade of the Rosary in a language other than English.  

The Knights of Columbus 
Council #197 will hole a 
BLOOD DRIVE on Saturday, 
February 22nd from 8:45AM
-2:45PM at 9404 Linden 
Blvd., Ozone Park, NY.  To 

donate, you must be 16 to 75 years of age.  
For further information contact Paul Eggert 
at (516) 318-3101. 

Drive For The Troops 
Sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Group 

 
  

Last year, our parish began a new way of collecting for our Troops both here 
and abroad.  We requested either military EXCHANGE gift cards or monetary 
donations.  This more efficient way of donating saved the huge cost of shipping 
items overseas.  The EXCHANGE gift cards can be used only by military per-
sonnel at all EXCHANGE shopping facilities worldwide and online.  The re-
sponse to our request was overwhelming and we collected $3,300 for our 
troops!!  This money was used to purchase EXCHANGE gifts cards which 
were then donated to our liaison at the Marine Corp. League.  Some of the 
cards were given to wounded military at Bethesda Military Hospital.  The rest 
were sent to our active military overseas. 

 

 EXCHANGE gift cards can be purchased at www.shopmyexchange.com.  If you prefer to make a mone-
tary donation, the parish will once again use ALL MONEY collected to purchase these gift cards. 
 

 Please bring your monetary donation or EXCHANGE gift cards to Church during our DRIVE FOR THE 
TROOPS on the weekend of February 29th/March 1st.  Special “DRIVE FOR THE TROOPS” envelopes will be 
available at the doors.  You may also put your envelope in the collection basket or drop it off at the rectory at any 
time.  Thank you in advance for your endless generosity. 

mailto:alexbnyc@aol.com
http://www.shopmyexchange.com
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